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Editorial

Achieving
the
Target of
Reducing
Logistics
Costs in

India?

Ashok Gupta

ith globalization,
economiec
opportunities have
opened for several
developing countries, including India.
The outflow of value-added services,
access to low-cost raw materials and
human resource skills, improved
market access for exports, efficiency
gains in their economies through
technology transfer and spill-overs,
and resource re-allocations have
significantly helped countries like
India to position themselves to exploit
these opportunities.
Greater participation in regional and
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global markets has helped India in
establishing linkages with global and
regional markets, therefore,
optimising the benefits of engaging
with other countries. This, however,
depends on the creation of an efficient
logistics system in the country.

For this purpose, most of the
developed and emerging economies
estimate logistics costs regularly and
use performance indicators to measure
the efficiency levels of logistics
activities. Out of which, logistics cost
has serious implications on the
country's manufacturing sector, export
competitiveness, global positioning,
etc.

However, due to a lack of data in the
public domain for the critical
components of logistics cost, the non-
official / floating estimates of India's
logistics cost lack credibility. Hence, a
need was felt to develop a scientific
logistics cost calculation framework
that is inclusive and stands the test of
statistical and data-based methods.
Once this was observed India too
started measuring logistics costs, to
assess where and how the country
stands vis-a-vis its competing
economies in this sphere and to
consequently enhance its
competitiveness. Simultaneously, it is
also important to identify the factors
and measures that would facilitate a
reduction in logistics costs.

So, the National Logistics Policy was
launched on September 17, 2022, to
reduce logistics costs in India. To
achieve this objective, the Logistics
Division, Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCl), launched a report
titled "Logistics Cost in India:
Assessment and Long-Term
Framework" in New Delhi. The report
has been prepared by the National
Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) in a consultative
manner with the guidance of the Asian

Development Bank (ADB) experts
and task force members.

And, what the report declared was
implausible - India's logistics costs
have come down to below 9% of gross
domestic product, helped by rising
state spending on roads, ports and
digitization ( claimed by a report
commissioned by the federal
government) and could boost
manufacturing. To be more specific,
the report pointed out that the logistics
costs were down in the range of 7.8%
to 8.9% of GDP in 2021/22, compared
to 8.8% to 10% of GDPin2012/13.
Today, the logistics costs are
comparable to many Western
economies, and the government is
aiming to further improve
infrastructure through higher state and
private investments. If today, the
logistics costs for our producers - both
domestic and exporters - have come
down, in terms of competitiveness,
tomorrow it would be for multiples
producers.

Talking about more positive results -
the logistics costs are positively
impacted. In 2023, India climbed six
places to rank 38th out of 139
countries, helped by improved road
and port networks, tax reforms and
digitisation of the supply chains.
Further, the average dwell time, the
waiting time for a truck cargo at a port,
is just 3 days in India, compared to 7
days in the United States and 10 days
in Germany (World Bank report).

The NDA government is spending
over 10 trillion rupees ($120 billion)
on infrastructure in the current fiscal
year ending March, about one-third
higher compared to the previous fiscal
year. There is no doubt that if the
government keep promoting and
supporting the logistics industry the
way it has been doing, most likely, we
will further improve our global
logistics ranking and hit the top 25 in
the list.
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Reducing Logistics Costs Is
A Challenge But Not Impossible

ogistics, in simplest terms,
refers to the distribution of
products and services from
the point of origin to the
point of consumption. This could be
either for further processing or final
consumption. Logistics comprises the
part of the supply chain process that
deals with the transportation,
warehousing, inventory-carrying,
information flow, and administration
and management of physical products
and services between the point of
production and the point of delivery.

India's logistics sector has truly been
the backbone of its economic growth.
It is growing at a phenomenal pace,
enabling a seamless flow of goods,
and linking industries and markets to
consumers.

However, high logistics cost reduces
the competitiveness of goods both in
the domestic as well as export
markets. In addition, it adversely
impacts the financial well-being of
each individual. An
logistics system means the cost of
products rises up and eventually adds
to inflation.

inefficient

On the contrary, the logistics sector
will contribute more towards the
country's economic growth once there
is a noticeable change in multimodal
connectivity, economic/industrial
clusters, promotion of domestic
manufacturing units to become
globally competitive, and efficiency
of locality and EXIM logistics.
Resolutions to these critical factors
also mean getting a few steps closer to
realizing India's vision to make India a
developed nation and become a USD
32.8 trillion economy by 2047.
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Working in this direction, the
government has already launched
India's National Logistics Policy
(NLP) in September 2022, targeting to
bring down logistics costs in India to
be comparable to global benchmarks
by 2030. This would also improve
efficiency and competitiveness across
various sectors of the economy and
encourage greater value addition and
innovation.

The introduction of waterways has
been another step towards reducing
logistics costs. Waterways can reduce
logistics costs by at least 2 per cent
(claimed by the ministry).

Electronic toll collection system, the
process for the seamless movement
has already started showing the results
too. Just for reference, a Delhi to
Mumbai road trip, which was earlier
covered in 28 hours, can now be
completed in only 18 hours. A massive
8 to 10 hours is saved, which is a huge
achievement and a hope of light for the
logistics cost reduction. Its deeper
impact has already started showing.

Further, transport cost plays a pivotal
role in increasing the logistics cost,
there is no denial to it. From the
constant rise in fuel cost to ever-
evolving marketing techniques,
distribution systems to salary structure
and spare parts to geographic
inconveniences, all contribute to the
transportation cost hike. But there are
other factors as well that decide the
increase in transportation cost. In
brief, the cost is divided into two parts.
First, fixed (infrastructure), and
second, variable (operating) costs,
which depend on a variety of factors
that include geographical location,

Ramesh Agarwal
National President, AITWA

infrastructure, administrative barriers,
energy, and how freight is carried.
Let's see how they impact the logistics
cost!

» Geography or Location - Distance
and accessibility are the most basic
situations which influence transport
costs. The length, time, economic cost
or the amount of energy used is
attributed towards the cost.

* Product Type - Some products
require special attention. Large and
perishable products need proper
packaging and special handling while
products like coal do not give much
botheration as they are easier to
transport.

* Product Volume - The volume of a
product can affect the transport cost. If
products are transported in large
quantities, it is most likely that one can
obtain lower unit transport costs.
Energy (coal and oil), minerals and
grains are a few products that make the
most of it.

» Energy - Transportation activities
consume 60 per cent of all the global
oil used. But, the costs of marine and
air transport are particularly
susceptible to fluctuations.
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» Spare Parts - Trucks on run damage
many of its parts which need
replacement. Besides, a tyre has a
fixed life, once the period is over it has
to be replaced with anew one.

» Empty Backhauls - It is not likely
that an inbound and a return trip will
have a consignment. Many a time an
inbound transport comes back empty.
This is attributed towards
transportation costs.

* Infrastructure - The infrastructure
has a direct impact on transport costs.
A below-par infrastructure always
results in higher transport costs.

» Transportation Mode - Generally,
when multiple modes compete
directly for the same market, lower
transport cost is often the result.
However, each mode has its capacity,
limitations and operational conditions;
thus, it is characterized by different
transport costs.

* Competition and Regulation -
Besides, the challenge of competition,
regulations, such as tariffs, cabotage
laws, labour, security and safety, add
to the transport costs.

» Surcharge - When fares are regulated,
operators find other means to generate
revenue. Commonly, the surcharge is
imposed on fuel, security and
geopolitical risk.

» Taxes and Tolls - There are numerous

taxes levied on transport activities.
From vehicle sales taxes to
registration fees, fuel taxes to road
taxes. Tolls are also imposed on state
borders and other various points. All
affecting the transportation costs.

* Cross-subsidies - When an expensive
infrastructure is introduced for the
public or a particular industry, it is
offered at a subsidized rate initially but
over the years the amount is
recollected by the means of taxes and
tolls.

Going by the fragmented nature of the
logistics sector, presently, there is no
scientific framework for estimating
logistics costs in the country.
However, because of this, the
Logistics Division notified a Task
Force on March 28, 2023, with
members from academia,
international experts, NITI Aayog,
Asian Development Bank (ADB), line
Ministries and industry associations,
to develop a framework for estimating
logistics cost, based on an assessment
of ground realities.

As an outcome of this extensive
exercise, areporton 'Logistics Costs in
India: Assessment and a Long-Term
Framework' have been developed.
Based on available secondary data
from the Ministry of Statistics &
Programme Implementation's

(MOSPI) Supply Use Tables and
National Account Statistics, and the
NCAER's 2019 study, 'Analysis of
India's Logistics Costs,' this report
provides trends on aggregated
estimates of logistics cost as a
percentage of GDP, along with
recommendations for a long-term
logistics cost calculation framework.
This assessment finds that the
aggregated logistics costs for India fall
in the range of 7.8%8.9%1 of GDP
for2021-22.

The analysis also reveals that logistics
costs as a share of GDP declined from
2014-15 to 2016- 17. This is due to a
notable year-on-year decline in fuel
prices of 10.6% and 32.0% in 2014-15
and 2015-16, respectively, plus a
marginal decline 0f0.8%in 2016-17.
To further reduce its logistics costs,
India should gradually reduce the
absolute cost of logistics as a
percentage of sales of agriculture and
manufactured goods. This can be
logistics
infrastructure development, the

achieved by and
removal of congestion points, a shift
towards multimodal transportation
(including road, rail and waterways),
digitalisation, a reduction in
administration and management costs,
among others.
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The more you look for defects in other, the more
you will become affected. Weaknesses are contagious.
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Calculating India's
logistics costs

he high logistics costs in
India as compared to those
in other countries with
similar environments and
states of development are a matter of
concern. Several reasons are cited for
the high logistics costs in India.
Unfavourable policy regime, lack of a
multimodal transport system, and the
consequent heavy reliance on road
transport, fragmented storage
infrastructure, the presence of
multiple stakeholders in the entire
transport and storage value chain, port
infrastructure, and the absence of
technology intervention in
storage/transportation and distribution
activities are a prominent few in
the list.
These high logistics costs inevitably
hurt the country's manufacturing
sector, export competitiveness, global
positioning, etc. These eventually
have hampered the comprehensive
development of the country.
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Further, due to a lack of data in the
public domain for the critical
components of logistics cost, the non-

Further, due to a lack
of data in the public
domain for the critical
components of
logistics cost, the non-
official / floating
estimates of India's
logistics cost lack
credibility
official / floating estimates of India's
logistics cost lack credibility. Hence, a
need was felt to develop a scientific
logistics cost calculation framework
that is inclusive and stands the test of

statistical and data-based methods.

To achieve this objective, the
Logistics Division, Department for

Abhishek Gupta

General Secretary, AITWA

Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (MoCl) launched a report
titled "Logistics Cost in India:
Assessment and Long-Term
Framework" in New Delhi, recently.
This report presents (a) a baseline
aggregated logistics cost estimate and
(b) a framework for long-term
logistics cost calculation. This report
recommends a hybrid approach using
primary (covering all trade flows,
product types, industry trends, OD
pairs, etc.) and secondary survey data,
as well as real-time Big Data to
provide an estimate of logistics cost.
To ensure evidence-based decision-
making for improving logistics
efficiency, logistics costs should be
estimated regularly (preferably
annually). This
institutionalising the process of data
collection systematically and
periodically, for which an MoU with
NCAER is planned.

In addition, the government formed a
Task Force in March 2023, after a
workshop held in partnership with
ADB. This Task Force composed of
sectoral experts, line Ministries and
representatives from NITI Aayog and
ADB held a series of meetings and
drew credible conclusions that, given
the fragmented nature of the sector and
various variables such as storage,

requires

contd...



llooking back is the
best way to look forward.

On our fiftieth birthday, our timeline is filled with: the relationships we've
formed, the trust we've honoured, the fairness we've played by, the lives

we've touched, the lessons we've learned and the values we've passed on.

Today, we pause and yet we keep moving on. At each step, we continue to be
guided by the hands of yesterday.

Shriram Capital (P) Ltd
Shriram Finance

Shriram General Insurance
Shriram Life Insurance

Novac Technology Solutions

SHRIRAM

Years

Shriram Chits
Shriram Housing Finance

Shriram Asset
Management Company

Way2Wealth

Shriram Insight Share Brokers




terminal infra, O-D pair-
wise commodity flows,
affecting the ecosystem,
the complexity in
estimating logistics cost,
was demystified.

Also, transportation cost,
warehousing and storage
cost, auxiliary support
services cost, packaging

cost, insurance cost, and 5
other administrative / |
operations costs, were
identified as the essential
components of logistics
costestimation.
Furthermore, it was
discovered that to meet the
larger goal of policy-making, a
thorough understanding of trends in
disaggregated data in the logistics
sector, in terms of trade flows, product
groups, EXIM and domestic cargo
movement, etc are very much
required.

The results of this report were widely
appreciated by the industry
representatives. Building a positive
perception in the market, this
systematic approach adopted by the
Government will facilitate more
effective and evidence-based
decision-making, planning production
cycles, resource allocation, etc.

On the level of a company/
organization, a lot of factors play into
logistical costs. After all, managing a
company's logistics entails more than
just ensuring product delivery; it also
involves overseeing the organization's
entire supply chain.

Acquisition costs — This includes the
purchases of raw materials and other
inputs required to produce the goods
that will be delivered to the consumer.
Since a lack of resources or poor
procurement procedures can impact
the entire production and distribution
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these costs must be
considered in logistics management.

process,

Inventory costs - It is another of the
main logistical costs of an
organization. Expenses for storing
products can represent a high cost, and
without good inventory management,
the brand can have problems. Costs
associated with storage facilities, be it
a small room or a big warchouse,
storage insurance, and even
maintenance to prevent product losses
must be taken into account.

Packaging costs - When sending
goods to distant areas or when items
are fragile and need protection to
arrive at their destination undamaged,
packaging is an important cost to
consider. In addition to ensuring
product integrity, other factors must be
taken into account like excess plastic,
which can damage your brand's image.
Finding a balance between packaging
expenses, sales value to the customer
and environmental effects is amust.
Transportation costs — It is related to
the distribution of products. These
expenses involve fuel, tolls, hiring
drivers or a partner company, vehicle
maintenance, and more. It is always

helpful to keep in mind
that price can vary
depending on the distance,
the quantity and type of
cargo, the vehicle being
used, and even the route
.| chosen.

Taxation - Taxation of
logistics processes is
another point that
increases the
logistics cost. Taxes can
represent a significant
cost.

total

Investments in new
technologies - It's also
necessary to consider the
technologies that are used
in managing logistical processes.
These investments are important to
improve workflows and, in the
medium and long term, represent more
savings. In any case, they must be
considered as a part of the company's
logistical expenses. After all,
implementing new technologies is
necessary for a company to become
more innovative, competitive, and
recognizable.

Man Power - The final component of
logistics costs is labour (think salaries,
vacations, leave, benefits). All these
values ultimately affect how much a
brand charges its customers for the
goods they receive. A company can
calculate the total logistical cost by
adding up these variables, which,
depending on its area, may also
include other factors.

To conclude, we must understand that
a reliable estimate can instil
confidence in investors regarding the
efficient movement of goods and
services. And, can also poised to play a
pivotal role in optimizing logistics
efficiency and enhancing India's
global competitiveness.
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A unit of DRS Group

DRS Logistics Park - 10 Lakh sq. ft State of Art Warehouse On NH 7, Hyd.

Available on rent at most competitive rates

EXPERIENCE ADVANTAGE

® Over 2 decades of experience in providing 2
million sq. ft of warehouses pan India

LOCATION ADVANTAGE

® Octroi free area, situated on Hyderabad-Nagpur
Highway (Medchal).

® Most economical place for Import storage and all
India distribution.

® The Ideal place for Regional Distribution Hub for
West & South.

Natural sunlight
with Turbo
ventilation on the
overhead roof

24x7 CCTV

with live feed
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For More Details Call : +91 93938 34321
Web: www.agarwalpackers.in  E mail: sk@drsindia.in
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@ Single/3phase power available.

® 24 hrs common security for complex.

® 24 hrswatersupply.
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outside.
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Diesel at Discount

Vehicle work shop

Medical facilities on call
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to fire hazards
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AITWA New Members In 2024

Welcoming the New Members
to Our Family

All India Transporters' Welfare Association (AITWA) welcomes you all to the the family. As you are
aware that AITWA has been the mouthpiece of over two third transporters, raising various issues to the
government authorities/ ministries for the welfare of road transport community, it would like to reiterate
the same for your organization too and strengthen the bond of brotherhood within the community. Thank
you for choosing and trusting AITWA! Rest assured, we will never let you down!!

Sh. Virender
Gupta

Life Member
(North Zone)
M/s. Premier
Roadlines
Limited

Sh. Amit Arora
Life Member
(North Zone)
MJs. Poona
Banglore
Roadlines

Sh. Sukaytu
Vijay Gandhi
Active Member
(yearly)

(West Zone)
M/s. Aditya Bulk
Carrierrs

Sh. Abhishek
Dhoot

Life Member
(West Zone)
M/s. Omkar
Global Logistics
Services India
Pvt Ltd
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Sh. Yashpal
Sharma

Life Member
(North Zone)
M/s Phantom
Express (P) Ltd

Sh. Rohit
Singh

Life Member
(East Zone)
Mfs. 88
LOGISTICS

Sh. Sushil

Agarwal

Life Member
(West Zone)
Mis. URL Safe
Express Py, Ltd.

Active Member
Life time

(West Zone)

M/s. Nashik
District Transport
Association

Associate
Member
(South Zone)
M/s. Chennai
Goods Transport
Association

Sh. Anil

Agarwral

Life Member
(North Zone)

M/s. SUDARSHAN
ROAD CARRIERS

Sh. Sushil

Agarwal
Life Member
(West Zone)
Mis. Industrial
Freight Movers

Sh. Vineet

Agarwal

Life Member
(West Zone)

M/s. MRC
Logistics Pvt. Lid.

Sh. Prashasth

Agarwal

Life Member
(South Zone)
Mis. Leaps N
Laps Logistics
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MATA e

Our new visual
identity.
Symbolising our

lasting commitment.

With over two decades of moving goods across India, Maa Annapurna Transport Agency
has been commonly referred as MATA by all our stakeholders including clients, vendors & well-wishers.
Our identity is now a reflection of MATA.

The new identity is driven by the belief that ‘Nothing is too far’. Committed to partner organisations in
achieving their aspirations, take up every challenge, crossing every terrain and enabling them to reach the
distance, MATA is gearing up to welcome a brighter, more audacious future,

&
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2 Decades 350 400 owned 2000 people
branches vehicles

R A & i

1.5+ million sq ft 25+ hubs 400+ loadings 20000+ packages
of warehousing delivered daily
space across i
India

Maa Annapurna Transport Agency Pvt limited , Hi-Tech Chambers, 5th Floor 84/1B,
Topsia Road (South), Kolkata - 700 046, India. P : +917890744444, 7890844444, 7890944444,
F: (033) 22851286. E: corporate@matagroup.in www.matagroup.in




Cover Story

Decreasing Logistics Costs,
Increasing Profit Margin

he National Logistics
Policy (NLP) was
launched in September
2022 to complement PM
GatiShakti National
Master Plan (NMP). While the PM
GatiShakti NMP addresses integrated
development of the fixed
infrastructure and network planning,
the NLP addresses the soft
infrastructure and logistics sector
development aspect, inter alia,
including process reforms,
improvement in logistics services,
digitization, human resource
development and skilling.
The vision of NLP is to drive economic
growth and business competitiveness
of the country through an integrated,
scamless, efficient, reliable, green,
sustainable and cost-effective logistics
network by leveraging best-in-class
technology, processes and skilled
manpower. This will reduce logistics
costs and improve performance. And,
the targets of the NLP also are in the
same line. (i) To reduce the logistics
costs in India; (ii) to improve the
Logistics Performance Index ranking
— endeavour is to be among the top 25
countries by 2030, and (iii) to create a
data-driven decision support
mechanism for an efficient logistics
ecosystem.
To achieve these objectives, the
Logistics Division, Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (MoCl) launched a report
titled "Logistics Cost in India:
Assessment and Long-Term
Framework" in New Delhi, recently.
The Report has been prepared by the
National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER), in a
consultative manner, with guidance of
the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
experts and task force members.
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This report presents (a) a baseline
aggregated logistics cost estimate and
(b) a framework for long-term
logistics cost calculation. It uses
available secondary data from the
Supply Use Tables and National
Account Statistics of the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) and the
NCAER's 2019 study, “Analysis of
India's Logistics Costs”. It was also
reviewed by external experts from the
World Bank Group.

This report recommends a hybrid
approach using primary (covering all
trade flows, product types, industry
trends, OD pairs, etc.) and secondary
survey data, as well as real-time Big
Data to provide an estimate of logistics
cost.

To ensure evidence-based decision-
making for improving logistics
efficiency, logistics costs should be
estimated regularly (preferably
annually). This requires
institutionalising the process of data
collection systematically and
periodically, for which an MoU with
NCAER is planned.

As the report offers reliable estimates,
it instils confidence in investors
regarding the efficient movement of
goods and services and is poised to
play a pivotal role in optimizing
logistics efficiency and enhancing
India's global competitiveness.
Needless to mention logistics cost has
serious implications on the country's
manufacturing sector, export
competitiveness, global positioning,
etc. However, due to a lack of data in
the public domain for the critical
components of logistics cost, the non-
official / floating estimates of India's
logistics cost lack credibility. Hence, a
need was felt to develop a scientific
logistics cost calculation framework
that is inclusive and stands the test of
statistical and data-based methods.

With this objective, the Government
formed a Task Force in March 2023.
This Task Force composed of sectoral
experts, line Ministries and
representatives from NITI Aayog and
ADB held a series of meetings and
drew credible conclusions. Key
takeaways are:

* Given the fragmented nature of the
sector and various variables such as
storage, terminal infra, and O-D pair-
wise commodity flows, affecting the
ecosystem, the complexity in
estimating logistics cost, was
demystified.

* The essential components of
logistics cost estimation, including (i)
Transportation cost, (ii) Warehousing
and storage cost, auxiliary support
services cost, (iii) Packaging cost,
insurance cost, and (iv) Other
administrative / operations cost, were
identified.

» Immense Big Data being generated
in the country is of immense value in
computing logistics costs.

* The larger goal of policymaking
requires a thorough understanding of
trends in disaggregated data in the
logistics sector, in terms of trade
flows, product groups, EXIM and
domestic cargo movement, etc.

The NCAER team led the academic
exercise of computing the baseline
results and putting together the
comprehensive framework for
logistics cost calculation in the long
run, supported by academia,
multilateral, industry representatives
and line Ministries.

The industry representatives widely
appreciated the results of this report.
This systematic approach adopted by
the Government will build a positive
perception in the market and facilitate
more effective and evidence-based
decision-making, planning production
cycles, resource allocation, etc.
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Reducing Logistics Costs in
India: Strategies for Efficiency

he National Logistics Policy
(NLP) was launched in
September 2022 to
complement PM GatiShakti
National Master Plan
(NMP). While the PM GatiShakti NMP
addresses integrated development of the
fixed infrastructure and network
planning, the NLP addresses the soft
infrastructure and logistics sector
development aspect, inter alia, including
process reforms, improvement in logistics
services, digitization, human resource
development and skilling.
The vision of NLP is to drive economic
growth and business competitiveness of
the country through an integrated,
seamless, efficient, reliable, green,
sustainable and cost-effective logistics
network by leveraging best-in-class
technology, processes and skilled
manpower. To achieve this objective
NLP's targets are to: (i) Reduce the cost of
logistics in India; (ii) improve the
Logistics Performance Index ranking —
endeavour is to be among the top 25
countries by 2030, and (iii) create data-
driven decision support mechanism for an
efficient logistics ecosystem.
Through NLP, India is not only striving to
streamline operations but also
emphasizing technology-driven solutions,
which will enhance the economy by
improving connectivity and facilitating
seamless movement of goods in both
domestic and international markets. For
both policies, PM GatiShakti NMP and
NLP, yours truly was one of the members
and knows how these policies were
strategized and implemented.
The role of the logistics sector in India is
paramount. So, reducing logistics costs is
imperative for enhancing economic
growth. The transportation and supply
chain process can be optimized through a
variety of strategies aimed at lowering
overall expenses. Here are key strategies to
consider:
1. Efficient Route Planning:
* Optimize transportation routes to
minimize distance and fuel consumption.
» Use advanced route planning software
and technologies to identify the most cost-
effective routes.
2. Multi-Modal Transport:
 Utilize a combination of transportation
modes (road, rail, air, and waterways) for

Pradeep Singal

Chairman, AITWA

cost-effective and efficient solutions.

« Leverage intermodal transportation to
seamlessly switch between different
modes.

3. Technology Integration:

« Implement technology solutions like
GPS tracking, real-time monitoring, and
warehouse management systems to
enhance supply chain visibility and
control.

* Adopt Internet of Things (IoT) devices
for effective inventory monitoring and
management.

4. Warehouse Optimization:

« Implement efficient warehouse layouts
to minimize handling and storage costs.

¢ Utilize automation and robotics to
streamline warehouse operations and
improve overall efficiency.

5. Inventory Management:

« Adopt just-in-time inventory practices
toreduce carrying costs.

« Implement inventory forecasting to
maintain optimal stock levels and prevent
overstocking or stockouts.

6. Energy-Efficient Practices:

* Invest in fuel-efficient vehicles and
technologies.

* Consider alternative fuels and energy-
efficient transportation options.

7. Government Incentives:

* Explore government incentives and
subsidies for adopting energy-efficient
practices and green technologies in the
logistics sector.

8. Collaboration and Consolidation:
 Collaborate with other companies for
shared transportation and distribution
networks.

¢ Consolidate shipments to achieve

economies of scale and reduce per-unit
transportation costs.

9. Skill Development:

« Invest in training programs to enhance
the skills of the logistics workforce,
reducing errors and improving overall
efficiency.

10. Regulatory Compliance:

 Stay informed about and comply with
changing regulatory requirements to avoid
fines or disruptions in the supply chain.

11. Supplier Relationship Management:
« Strengthen relationships with suppliers
to negotiate better terms, bulk discounts,
or favourable payment terms.

12. Investmentin Infrastructure:

* Support and advocate for improvements
in transportation infrastructure to reduce
transit times and enhance overall
efficiency.

13. Continuous Improvement:

» Regularly review and assess logistics
processes forareas of improvement.

* Implement a continuous improvement
mindset to adapt to changing market
conditions and technologies.

» Advocacy for GST Reduction and
Addressing Truck Driver Harassments:

14. GST Reduction on Trucks and Spare
Parts:

The current 28% GST rate on trucks and
spare parts burdens the transportation
sector. Reduction of GST charges is
essential and must not exceed 18%, simply
because these are not luxury items and are
especially indispensable for trade,
manufacturing, and commerce.

15. Mitigating Unnecessary
Harassments on Truck Drivers:

Drivers are the backbone of the transport
sector. They are the ones who ensure the
smooth flow of goods, putting their lives at
risk. Unnecessary tolls, untimely
inspections, and bureaucratic hurdles put
them under stress and also increase
operational costs. Addressing these issues
not only will improve logistics efficiency
but also contribute to a more supportive
environment for our nation's unsung
heroes.

Implementing a combination of these
strategies and advocating for supportive
policies can significantly contribute to
reducing overall logistics costs and
fostering a more efficient and resilient
supply chain in India.

X
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Road Safety

Road Safety Audit of all
National Highways Projects
Made Mandatory at all Stages of
Design, Construction, Operation
& Maintenance through Third
Party Auditors/Experts

oad Safety is an integral
and indispensable
component of every
National Highways
Project. Road Safety initiatives on
National Highways commence with
the inception of Detail Project report
as road safety audit of all National
Highways projects has been made
mandatory at all stages i.e. design,
construction, operation &
maintenance through third party
auditors/experts. As per available data,
funds allocated to be spent for
comprehensive road safety aspects
varies from 2.21 %to 15 % oftotal cost
of the development projects
depending upon structures involved
for construction of National
Highways.
Besides, Ministry also implements
scheme for creation of awareness &
publicity among road users and to
provide financial support to
Department of Transports of
States/UTs for setting up of Model
Driving Training Institutes/Centres,
setting up of Model Inspection &
Certification Centres, improving and
Strengthening of Public Transport
System etc.
Ministry has formulated a multi-
pronged strategy to address the issue
of road safety based on Education,
Engineering (both of roads and
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vehicles), Enforcement and

Emergency Care.
The Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Act,
2019 passed by Parliament focuses on

The Motor Vehicle
(Amendment) Act, 2019
passed by Parliament
focuses on road safety
and includes, inter-alia,
revision in penalties for
traffic violations,
electronic monitoring
and enforcement of
road safety, enhanced
penalties for juvenile
driving, automation
of vehicle fitness, recall
of defective vehicles,
streamlining the third
party insurance and
payment of increased
compensation for hit
and run cases,
responsibility to comply
with standards for road
design, construction
and maintenance etc.
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road safety and includes, inter-alia,
revision in penalties for traffic
violations, electronic monitoring and
enforcement of road safety, enhanced
penalties for juvenile driving,
automation of vehicle fitness, recall of
defective vehicles, streamlining the
third party insurance and payment of
increased compensation for hit and run
cases, responsibility to comply with
standards for road design, construction
and maintenance etc. The Amendment
has strengthened the Law to improve
the road Safety scenario.

Details of various initiatives taken by
the Ministry to address the issue of
road safety : -

Education:

Ministry administers Road Safety
Advocacy Scheme to provide
financial assistance to various
agencies for raising awareness about
road safety and for administering road
safety programs.

Observance of National Road Safety
Month/Week every year for spreading
awareness and strengthening road
safety.

Ministry administers a scheme for
setting up of Institutes of Driving
Training & Research (IDTRs),
Regional Driving Training Centres
(RDTCs) and Driving Training
Centres (DTCs) at state/district level
across the Country.



Road Safety

Engineering (both of Roads and
vehicles)

Road engineering:

Road Safety Audit (RSA) of all
National Highways (NHs) has been
made mandatory through third party
auditors/ experts at all stages i.c.
design, construction, operation and
maintenance etc.

High priority is accorded to
identification and rectification of
black spots /accident spots on NHs.
Road Safety Officer (RSO) has been
designated at each Regional Office of
road owning agencies under the
Ministry to look after RSA and other
road safety related works.

Ministry administers the eclectronic
Detailed Accident Report (e-DAR)
Project to establish a central repository
for reporting, management and
analysis of road accidents data across
the Country.

Ministry has issued guidelines for the
provision of signages on Expressways
and National Highways by
incorporating best practices and
International standards to offer
improved visibility and intuitive
guidance to the drivers.

vi. Provisions have been made in the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 for
responsibility of any designated
authority, contractor, consultant or
concessionaire for the design or
construction or maintenance of the
safety standards of the road, as
prescribed by the Central Government
from time to time.

2.2 Vehicle engineering:

Ministry has taken various initiatives
to make vehicles safer, including the
tollowing:-

Mandatory provision of an airbag for
the passenger seated on the front seat
ofavehicle, next to the driver.
Prescribed norms related to safety
measures for children below four
years of age, riding or being carried on

Prescribed norms
related to safety
measures for children
below four years of age,
riding or being carried
on a motor cycle. It also

specifies use of a safety
harness, crash helmet

and restricts speed to
40kmph.

a motor cycle. It also specifies use of a
safety harness, crash helmet and
restricts speed to 40kmph.

Mandatory provisions for fitment of
following listed safety technologies: -
Enforcement:

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment)
Act, 2019 as stands implemented
provides for strict penalties for
ensuring compliance and enhancing
deterrence for violation of traffic rules
and strict enforcement through use of
technology.

Ministry has issued rules for
Electronic Monitoring and
Enforcement of Road Safety. The rules

specify the detailed provisions for
placement of electronic enforcement
devices on high risk & high density
corridors on National Highways, State
Highways and critical junctions in
cities with more than one million
population.

Emergency care:

Ministry has for the protection of
Good Samaritan, who in good faith,
voluntarily and without expectation of
any reward or compensation renders
emergency medical or non-medical
care or assistance at the scene of an
accident to the victim or transports
such victim to the hospital.

Ministry has enhanced compensation
of victims of Hit and Run motor
accidents (from Rs. 12,500 to Rs.
50,000 for grievous hurt and from Rs.
25,000 to Rs. 2,00,000 for death).

The National Highways Authority of
India has made provisions for
ambulances with paramedical
staff/Emergency Medical
Technician/Nurse at toll plazas on the
completed corridor of National
Highways.

X
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Road Safety

Provisions of Penalty
for Not Driving
within Speed Limit
on Highways

I ks

n terms of section 112 of the
Motor Vehicle Act 1988, the
Ministry vide notification
S.0. 1522 (E) dated 6th April
2018 has fixed the maximum
speed limit in respect of different

classes of motor vehicles plying on
different roads in India. Section 183 of
the Motor Vehicle Act 1988 contains
the following provisions of penalty for
driving at excessive speed:

« Sub-section (1) of Section 183 of

Motor Vehicle Act 1988 - Clause (i)
Class Of Motor Vehicle - Light Motor
Vehicle

Fine - shall not be less than one
thousand rupees but may extend to two
thousand rupees

* Sub-section (1) of Section 183 of
Motor Vehicle Act 1988 - Clause (ii)
Class Of Motor Vehicle - Medium
Goods Vehicle or Medium Passenger
Vehicle Or Heavy Goods Vehicle Or
Heavy Passenger Vehicle

Fine — shall not be less than two
thousand rupees but may extend to
four thousand rupees

e Sub-section (1) of Section 183 of
Motor Vehicle Act 1988 - Clause (iii)
Class Of Motor Vehicle - for the
second or any subsequent offence
under Sub-section (1) of Section 183.
Fine - Driving licence of such driver
shall be impounded as per the
provisions of the sub-section (4) of
section 206.

The implementation of the provisions
contained in the Motor Vehicle Act,
1988, and rules made thereunder
comes under the purview of respective
State Government and Union Territory

administration.
X
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If you love someone, you try to be like how that person is.
If we love God, should we not attempt to be Godly?

Bratma Kumaris
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Government Policies & Initiatives

Cabinet Approves Improvement and Widening of
135 Km Stretch of Khowal—Harlna Road in Tripura

he Cabinet Committee [

on Economic Affairs, §

chaired by the Prime

Minister Narendra [
Modi, has given its approval for [
Improvement & Widening to two
lane with paved shoulder of road
from km 101.300 (Khowai) to km [
236.213 (Harina) of NH-208,
covering a total length of 134.913
kms in the State of Tripura.

The project involves investment
of Rs.2,486.78 crore which
includes a loan component of
Rs.1,511.70 crore (JPY 23,129
Million). The loan assistant will be
from Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) under Official
Development Assistance (ODA)
scheme. The project is envisaged to
facilitate better road connectivity
between various parts of Tripura and
to provide alternative access to Assam
and Meghalaya from Tripura apart
from existing NH-8.

Benefits:
The project has been selected based on

the necessity of providing smooth and
motorable road after considering socio
economic needs of the region.
Development of the project stretch of
NH-208 would not only improve
Interstate connectivity between
Assam and Tripura via NH-208A but
also reduce the transit time and
provide safer connectivity for the
travellers. The project stretch also
passes very close to Bangladesh
border and it would improve
connectivity to Bangladesh through

Kailashahar, Kamalpur and

&% Khowai Border Check Post. The

land border trade would also
potentially grow with the
improvement in Road Network in
the region through development of
the projectroad.

= The selected stretch is providing
improved connectivity to
agricultural belt, tourist places,
= religious places and tribal districts
of'the state, which are backward in
terms of growth and income. After
completion of the project, the
connectivity will be improved which
help to generate more revenue to the
State as well as income for local
public.

The construction period for the project
stretches will be 2 years which
includes the maintenance of these
National Highways stretches for 5
years (in the case of flexible
pavement)/ 10 years (in the case of
rigid pavement) after completion of
construction.

More Than 13.45 Crore High Security Registration
Plates Affixed on Motor Vehicles

he Central Motor Vehicles

Rules (CMVR) Technical

Standing Committee in

May 1999 made several
recommendations for amendment in
CMVR, which also included
recommendation relating to High-
Security Registration Plates (HSRP).
Accordingly, the Central Government
notified the provisions for affixation
of HSRP vide S.0. 814(E) dated the
22nd August, 2001 and S.0. 1041(E)
dated 16th October, 2001 which was
superseded vide S.0. 6052(E) dated
06.12.2018. High-Security
Registration Plates (HSRP) in India
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are specialized license plates that are
designed to enhance the security of
vehicle registration and reduce
vehicle-related crimes such as theft
and fraud. These number plates have
several security features to make them
tamper-proofand easily traceable.
Determination or regulation of price of
motor vehicle components including
HSRP is not under ambit of MV Act
1988 and CMVR 1989,

As per data available on VAHAN
Portal, as on 14th December, 2023, a
total number of 13,45,10,172 HSRPs
have been affixed on motor vehicles
through OEMs, their dealers and State

Government approved HSRP
manufacturer(s) having type approval
as the case may be. The purpose of
installation of HSRP is related to
strengthening enforcement and
improving safety & security, with no
revenue generation for the
Government.

Under CMVR 1989, no restrictions
arc placed on any legal entity
including MSMESs for manufacture of
HSRP, provided type approval
certificate from testing agencies
referred in rule 126 is obtained.
However, supply for affixing HSRP is
regulated under sub-rule (1) of rule 50
under CMVR 1989.
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Government Policies & Initiatives

Cabinet Approves Construction
of New 4.56 Km Long, 6-lane Bridge
across River Ganga Connecting
Digha and Sonepur in Bihar

he Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs chaired
by the Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, gave its
approval for the Construction of New
4556 m long, 6-Lane High Level/
Extra Dosed Cable stayed Bridge
across River Ganga (Parallel to
Western Side of Existing Digha-
Sonepur Rail-Cum Road Bridge) and
its approaches on both sides in the
Districts of Patna and Saran (NH-
139W) in the State of Bihar on EPC
mode.
Expenditure involved:
The Total cost for the project is
Rs.3,064.45 crore which includes civil
construction cost of Rs.2,233.81
crore.
No. of beneficiaries:

The Bridge will make the traffic faster
and easier resulting in overall
development of the State, especially
North Bihar.

Details:

Digha (situated at Patna & South Bank
of Ganga River) and Sonepur (North
Bank of Ganga River in Saran District)
are presently connected by a Rail Cum
Road Bridge for movement of light
vehicles only. Therefore, the present
road cannot be used for transport of
goods and commodities which is a
major economic blockade. The
constraint will be removed by
providing this bridge, between Digha

and Sonepur and; goods and
commodities can be transported once
the bridge is constructed, unleashing
the economic potential of the region.

This bridge will provide direct
connectivity from Patna to Golden
quadrilateral corridor via NH-139 at
Aurangabad and Sonepur (NH-31),
Chhapra, Motihari (East-West
corridor old NH-27), Bettiah (NH-
727) in the Northern side of Bihar.
This Project is a part of Buddha circuit.
It provides better connectivity to
Buddha Stupa at Vaishali and
Keshariya. Also, NH-139W provides
connectivity to very famous Areraj
Someshwar Nath Temple and
proposed Viraat Ramayan Mandir
(largest religious monument in the
world) at Kesariya in the East
Champaran District.

This project is falling in Patna and will
provide better connectivity to North
Bihar and South part of the Bihar
through State Capital. The Bridge will
make the movement of vehicles faster
and easier resulting in overall
development of the region. The
Economic analysis results have shown
an EIRR of 17.6% in base case and
13.1% is worst case which may be
attributed to the savings in distance
and time travelled.

Implementation strategy and targets:

The work is to be implemented on
EPC Mode with the use latest

technology like 5D-Building
Information Modelling (BIM), Bridge
Health Monitoring System (BHMS),
monthly drone mapping to ensure
quality of construction and operations.
The work is targeted to be completed
in 42 months from the appointed date.
Major impact, including employment
generation potential:

This project is aimed at providing
faster commute and to provide better
connectivity between North and South
Parts of the Bihar. Thus, promoting the
socio-economic growth of the entire
region.

Various activities performed during
the construction and maintenance
period of the project are expected to
generate direct employment for
skilled and un-skilled workers.
States/districts covered:

The Bridge will connect two Districts
namely Patna at Digha on South side
and Saran on North Side across River
Ganga, Bihar.

Background:

Government has declared the stretch
“the Highway starting from its
junction with NH-139 near Patna
(AIIMS) connecting Bakarpur,
Manikpur, Sahebganj, Areraj and
terminating at its junction with NH-
727 near Bettiah in the State of Bihar”
as NH-139(W) vide Gazette
Notification dated 8th July 2021.

X

"When you have a dream, you've got to grab it and never let go."” — Carol Burnett
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MoRTH Budget

Annual Budgetary Allocation of MoRTH
increased by more than 940% from about
Rs. 25,872 Crore/year During 2009-14 to
About Rs. 2,70,435 Crore During 2023-24

he Ministry of Road

Transport and Highways is

primarily responsible for

development and
maintenance of National Highways
(NHs). Government is actively
addressing the challenges country may
encounter in maintaining and
expanding its extensive road and rail
networks.

Infrastructure sector which is the
prime mover of the economy
contribute to the faster economic
growth and development.
Accordingly, average Annual
Budgetary Allocation of the Ministry
has increased by more than 940% from
about Rs. 25,872 Crore/year during
2009-14 to about Rs. 2,70.435 Crore
during 2023-24.

Length of 4 Lane plus NH network
including High Speed Corridors has
increased by more than 250% from
about 18,371 km in March, 2014 to
about 46,179 km so far. Also, length of
less than 2 Lane NHs has decreased
from about 27,517 km in March, 2014
to about 14,870 km which is now only
about 10% of'the NH network.

Project implementation has already
been started on 21 green field access-
controlled corridors including
expressways in which work in about
3,336 km length has been completed.
Further, the Ministry has evolved a
mechanism to ensure Maintenance
and Repair (M&R) of all NHs sections

Project
implementation
has already been
started on 21 green
field access-controlled
corridors including
expressways in which
work in about
3,336 km length
has been completed

through accountable maintenance
agency.

With respect to expansion of rail
network, the average Annual Budget
Outlay for New Line, Gauge
Conversion and Doubling Projects

across Indian Railways has increased
by more than 480% from about Rs.
11,527 Crore/year during 2009-14 to
about Rs. 67,199 Crore during
2023-24.

As on 01.04.2023, across Indian
Railways, 459 Railway Infrastructure
Projects (189 New Line, 39 Gauge
Conversion and 231 Doubling) of total
length of about 46,360 km and costing
about Rs. 7.18 Lakh Crore are in
planning / approval / construction
stage. During 2014-23, about 25,871
km length of Railway sections (5,785
km New Line, 5,749 km Gauge
Conversion and 14,337 km Doubling)
has been commissioned.

The prototype of the BS-6 Stage-II
'Electrified Flex Fuel Vehicle (FFV)'is
in alignment with the alternate fuel
mobility;s(olutions.

"Belief creates the actual fact."— William James
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Safe Winter Driving

7 Tips For

SAFE WINTER DRIVING

for Truckers

1 When the weather is bad. even the speed limit ‘

can be too fast. Go as slow as you have to in
order to be safe and keep control of the truck.

SPLIT FROM
THE PACK

Traffic often travels in "packs”. and the last

GIVE YOURSELF place you want to be is in the middle of one.
so“ E spAcE Space yourself out from the larger clumps of

vehicles to reduce the risk of accidents.

Make sure to give as much space between
yourself and other vehicles as possible. If
visibility is low and you can see the tail lights of
the ear in front of you, you're too close.

4 PLAN FORTHE
WEATHER

Keep an eye on the weather reports. so that
you know when difficult conditions are coming
and can prepare in advance.

FUEL TANK

The extra weight will
keep your tires on the
ground and prevent

STOCK UP ON EXTRA
EQUIPMENT

Good snow ‘truckin_g gear includes chains.
bungees. gloves. flashlights. winter boots.
warm clothings. washer fluid. and anti-gel.

USE GOOD JUDGEMENT

, If conditions seem too dangerous for you to

make the trip at all. call it off. A missed deadline
is better than an accident.

X
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Highways For Us

MoRTH Chief: All Projects are Designed with
zl_’_ar_amount Consideration

Safety as a

s per IRC: SP:91-2019

(Guidelines for road

tunnels) separate service

tunnel, adjacent to the
traffic tunnels could be considered at
design stage considering various
factors like land availability, traffic
volume, length of tunnel and
additional cost. This additional tunnel
provides access for maintenance
without requiring tunnel closure. This
service tunnel can be used as escape
passage during an emergency.

In the Silkyara bi-directional tunnel on
Dharasu — Yumunotri highway (NH-
134), a provision of separation wall
has been provided at the centre of the
carriageway along with egress
openings at an average interval of 565
m for vehicular crossover and at an
average interval of 300 m for
pedestrian cross passage for escape
purposes during the emergencies.

Currently, there are 34 tunnel projects
in progress across the country on
National Highways (NHs), out of

which 26 tunnel projects are in
Himalayan region. All projects are
designed with safety as a paramount
consideration. These projects are
implemented as per site-specific
requirements, established codes,
incorporating essential safety
measures including those for
emergencies such as escape tunnels,
twin tubes with cross passages,
separation wall with emergency
openings, lay-byes, automatic fire

detection and suppression systems etc.
The trapped workers were given
medical aid and found in good mental
& physical health. As financial
support, each worker has been paid a
sum of Rs 2.00 lakh in addition to one
month paid leave by the Executing
Agency. In addition to above, State
Government of Uttarakhand has also
provided financial support to all
trapped workers of Rs.1 lakh each.

MoRTH Chief Sanctions 29 Road Projects in
Ladakh Worth Rs 1170.16 Crore

nion Minister for =

Road Transport

and Highways

Nitin Gadkari
has sanctioned in the Union
territory of Ladakh an
allocation of 1170.16 crore
for 29 roads projects,
encompassing state Highway,
major and other District
roads.

In a post Gadkari said
additionally, 181.71 crore has

been allocated for 8 bridge -
under the CRIF Scheme for ¥ -3
the fiscal year 2023 24. v
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The Union Minister said
Ladakh, the largest Union
Territory in terms of area and
the second least populous in
India, will witness improved
connectivity to its remote
villages through the approved
initiatives.

He said this enhancement is
expected to stimulate
economic activities,
particularly in agriculture and
tourism, contributing to the
overall infrastructural
development of Ladakh.
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BENEFITS

¢-J Personal Accidental Coverage: .

» Accidental Death - INR 500,000
» Permanent Total Disablement (PTD)- Upto Sum Insured
» Permanent Partial disablement (PPD) - Upto Sum Insured :
» Temporary Total Disablement (TTD)- 1%(INR 5000) of SI per week, #
Max upto 100 weeks g
» Accidental Hospitalisation - INR 150,000

@ 24x7 Helpline:

Preventing harassment from officials,
providing on-road legal assistance,
and immediate connections to
emergency services like
ambulances, toll plazas, and

police stations.

¢ Financial Support:

Offering a ZERO% interest credit
limit of up to 25,000 through the
partner mobile app, with ZERO

processing fees. I '

¢—J Additional Benefits:
Nationwide access to
driver specific camps,
promotions, and
events supported

by AITWA.

L +9198102 67815 & highwayheroes.aitwa.org
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Highways For Us

MoRTH Minister Inaugurates and Lays
Foundation Stone of 12 National Highway Projects
with a Total Length of 105 Km Worth Over

dding an immense

segment in modern-road

infrastructure of Kerala,

Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone of 12 National
Highway projects with a total length of
105 km, worth over 21464 Crore, in
the presence of Union MoS V.
Muraleedharan, Kerala PWD Minister
P. A. Mohammed Riyas, MP from
Kasargod Rajmohan Unnithan ,
MLAs, and Senior Officials in
Kasargod, Kerala.

The proposed projects aim to enhance

Rs 1464 Crore in Kerala

seamless connectivity between Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, ensuring swift and
trouble-free transportation. This
initiative holds the promise of
reducing overall transportation costs.

Furthermore, a focus on eliminating
black spots on National Highways is
anticipated to contribute to a
significant decrease in road accidents.

The undertaking is poised to generate
substantial employment
opportunities, both directly and
indirectly, fostering socio-economic
growth in Kerala. Additionally, the
improved accessibility to Munnar is
expected to boost tourism potential,
while the construction of a high-level
bridge will eliminate a 27 km detour
during floods, streamlining travel and
benefiting the export of key Kerala
products.

Punjab Gets 29 Highway Projects Worth

aking Punjab on the path of
development through
National Highways,
Union Minister for Road
Transport & Highways, Nitin Gadkari
inaugurated 29 National Highway
projects with an investment of more
than Rs 4,000 crore in Hoshiarpur,
Punjab. The Union Minister of State
for Commerce and Industry, Som
Prakash, Punjab BJP State President
Sunil Kumar along with MPs, MLAs
and officials were also present on the
occasion,
The implementation of the projects
inaugurated and foundation stone laid
will improve the infrastructure, which
will lead to overall economic
development of the implementation
area and improve the quality of life of
the population. There will be seamless
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Rs. 4,000 Crore

and free movement of traffic which
will also improve the efficiency of
freight transportation.

Construction of 4-laning of this
section including Phagwara and
Hoshiarpur bypass will provide 100
kmph high-speed connectivity
between Phagwara and Hoshiarpur
and reduce travel time from 1 hour to
30 minutes. Phagwara and Hoshiarpur
bypass will reduce congestion in the
urban area and will provide direct
connectivity to Hoshiarpur through
National Highway 44 (GT Road).
Construction of 4-lane Ladowal
Bypass connecting GT Road and
National Highway 5 in Ludhiana will
provide direct connectivity of
Ludhiana-Ferozepur Highway to
Delhi-Jalandhar Highway (National

Highway 44).

Construction of 4-laning of Talwandi
Bhai to Firozpur section and Firozpur
bypass will improve connectivity.
Construction of these projects will
increase safety and faster movement
on the highways of the country. There
will be a direct increase in religious
pilgrimage sites and inter-state
connectivity located in the project
areas.

Through this program, Gadkari
announced other new projects in terms
In this,
construction of 45 km, 4-lane bypass

of road connectivity.

at Mukerian, Dasuiya and Bhogpur on
Jalandhar to Pathankot route at a cost
of Rs 1600 crore and 30 km, 4-lane
bypass from Tanda to Hoshiarpur at a
cost of Rs 800 crore was announced.
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From NHAI

1467 Projects of National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) have been Brought under
the Bhoomi Rashi Portal

he objective of Bhoomi

Rashi portal is to provide a

single point platform for

online processing of land
acquisition notifications to accelerate
highway infrastructure development
projects in India and payment of
compensation for land acquisition.
The portal has been made mandatory
for processing all the Land
Acquisition (LA) proposals w.e.f.
01.04.2018.

All the Land Acquisition notifications
are submitted online by the concerned
revenue official of the State
Government, duly designated as
Competent Authority for Land
Acquisition (CALA) and after the
approval of the Ministry of Road
Transport & Highways, these are sent
online to the Government of India
Press through e-Gazette.
Compensation for land acquisition is

also being paid through Bhoomi Rashi

portal. The portal has greatly reduced
the time period for publication of
notifications and brought in efficiency
as well as transparency in the whole
process.

As on date, 1467 projects of National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI)
have been brought under the Bhoomi
Rashi Portal. The details of these
projects are available at
https://bhoomirashi.gov.in/auth/reva
mp/search proj.cshtml.

NHAI Takes 'One Vehicle One FASTag'
Initiative to Enhance National Highway Experience

o enhance
efficiency of the
Electronic Toll
Collection
system and provide
seamless movement at the
Toll Plazas, NHAI has taken
'One Vehicle, One FASTag'
initiative that aims to
discourage user behavior of
using single FASTag for &
multiple vehicles or linking
multiple FASTags to a

particular vehicle. NHALis [ —

also encouraging FASTag
users to complete 'Know
Your Customer' (KYC) process of
their latest FASTag by updating KYC
as per RBI guidelines. FASTags with
valid balance but with incomplete
KYC will get deactivated/blacklisted
by banks post 3 1st January 2024.

To avoid inconvenience, users must
ensure that KYC of their latest
FASTag is completed. FASTag users
must also comply with 'One Vehicle,
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One FASTag' and discard all the
earlier issued FASTags through their
respective banks. Only the latest
FASTag account shall remain active as

previous tags will be
deactivated/blacklisted after 31st
January 2024. For further assistance or
queries, FASTag users can reach out to
nearest toll plazas or toll-free
customer care number of their
respective issuer banks.

NHAI has taken this
initiative after the recent
reports of multiple FASTags
being issued for a particular
vehicle and FASTags being
issued without KYC in
violation of RBI's mandate.
Apart from this, FASTags
are sometimes deliberately
not fixed on the windscreen
of the vehicle, resulting in
unnecessary delays at the
toll plazas and causing
inconvenience to fellow
National Highway users.
With penetration rate of around 98
percent and over 8 crore users,
FASTag has revolutionized the
Electronic Toll Collection system in
the country. The 'One Vehicle, One
FASTag' initiative will help to make
toll operations more efficient and
ensure seamless & comfortable
journeys for the National Highway
users.
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From NHAI

NHAI Awards Toll, Operate,
Transfer (TOT) Bundles 13 and

14 for Rs. 9

NHAI has awarded Toll, Operate and
Transfer (TOT) bundles 13 and 14 of a
combined length of 273 km for Rs.
9,384 Crores. The financial bids were
opened on November 14, 2023. With
the approval of the concerned
authorities, the Letter of Award has
been issued within a day to the
successful bidders.

The TOT bundle 13 includes Kota
Bypass and Stay Bridge on NH-76 in

The TOT bundle 13
includes Kota Bypass
and Stay Bridge on
NH-76 in Rajasthan,
as well as the Gwalior-
Jhansi section of NH-
75 in the states of
Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh has been
awarded to IRB
Infrastructure Trust
for Rs. 1,683 crores

Rajasthan, as well as the Gwalior-
Jhansi section of NH-75 in the states of
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
has been awarded to IRB
Infrastructure Trust for Rs. 1,683
Crores.

TOT bundle 14, which consists of the
Delhi-Meerut Expressway including
the Delhi-Hapur section of NH-9 in
the states of Delhi and Uttar Pradesh,
as well as Binjabahal to Teliebani
section of NH-6 in the state of Odisha,
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has been awarded to Cube Highways
and Infrastructure Pte Ltd for Rs.
7,701 crores.

The concession period of TOT
bundles is for 20 years in which
Concessionaires would be required to
maintain and operate the stretch. In
lieu of this, Concessionaire will
collect and retain user fee for these
stretches in accordance with
prescribed fee rates under NH Fee
Rules.

Earlier in October 2023, NHAI
awarded TOT bundles 11 and 12 for a
combined length of 400 km for Rs.
6,584 crore. The two bundles (11 &
12) consisted of Allahabad Bypass on
NH19 in Uttar Pradesh and Lalitpur —
Sagar -Lakhnadon section in the state

384 Crore

of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
respectively. The combined value of
the four TOT bundles awarded in FY
2023-24 is around Rs. 15,968 crores
which is higher than the monetization
target of Rs.10,000 crores for the
current fiscal.

The TOT model has been developed to
encourage private participation in the
Highway sector. NHAI from time to
time has awarded contracts for tolling,
operation and maintenance of various
National Highway stretches on Toll,
Operate Transfer basis. TOT has been
instrumental in unlocking the value of
road network and has contributed
towards the development of a world
class National Highway Network in
the country.

34

X




AT

SUPPLY CHAIN
SOLUTIONS PVT. LTD.

wege ogrry trust

INDUSTRIES CATERED
“9 ABOUT US ~J Coldchain

ATC Supply Chain Solutions Private Limited provides a diverse “J FMCG & Retail
portfolio of transportation, warehousing, and parcel booking
services. Our headquarters are located in Delhi, and we have
controlling offices at Chennai, Guwahati, and Kolkata that provide
services pan India to serve some of the largest Indian players. ATC
has the competence to provide customized logistics support for - | Oil & Gas
complex project movements.

“) WHY CHOOSE US?

The company is IBA approved with code no.DLA-2281 is MSME
registered, and also has FSSAI registration for transportation of
edible and pharmaceutical products.

“J Pharma & Healthcare

“J Project logistics

“J Telecom
v

@ ATC has 120+ offices along with warehousing space SCAN FOR
MORE DETAILS

@ 200+ containerized company-owned

© Ambient and Refrigerated vehicles

7 Chandra Shekhar Bhawan, 13B, Rauz Avenue,
1st Floor, Vishnu Digambar Marg, New Delhi- 110002

%5 (011) 23234453, 23230650, 40108545/84 | Mobile: (+91) 9953655343

[
&

& admin.del@atclindia.com & www.atclindia.com

35



From NHAI

NHAI Undertakes Road Safety
Measures to Counter Reduced
Visibility Due to Foggy Conditions

o counter reduced
visibility on the National
Highways due to onset
of the winter season
NHAI Chairman, Santosh Kumar
Yadav has directed NHALI field offices
to undertake various mitigation
measures. With reduced visibility due
to foggy conditions posing significant
risk to the safety of the National
Highways users, these measures will
help to avoid potential accidents that
endanger the safety of highway users.
To enhance road safety during foggy
conditions, mitigation measures have
been classified under two heads of
Engineering measures and Safety
Awareness measures. The
'Engineering measures' include
reinstalling missing/damaged road
signs, rectifying faded or inadequate
pavement markings, enhance
visibility of safety devices by
providing reflective markers, median
markers, etc., providing transverse bar
markings in habitations and accident-
prone locations, ensuring functional
blinkers at median openings at under
construction zones and hazardous
locations, replacement of damaged
hazard markers signs at diverging &
merging locations.
Similarly, 'Safety Awareness'
measures underline incorporating
steps to alert highway users of the
reduced visibility conditions. These
measures include use of Variable
Message Signs (VMS) or electronic
signages to display 'Foggy Weather
Alerts' and speed limit messages. Use
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of Public Address System warning
commuters about driving speed limit
of 30 km/hr in foggy areas. Use of
electronic billboards, radio, and social
media for public service
announcements on Toll
Wayside Amenities during foggy
conditions and installation of
reflective tapes on full width of
vehicles on the highways.

Plazas,

The guidelines also encourage NHAI
officials to create awareness among
highway users to use blinkers and
follow traffic rules. In addition, safety
awareness pamphlets will also be
distributed to commuters crossing toll
plaza with a contact number to share
information about foggy conditions
and assist in case of accidents.

In addition, NHAI field offices have
been directed to undertake Nighttime
Highway inspection on weekly basis

by team consisting of NHAI officials,

Independent Engineers,
Concessionaire/Contractor to assess
visibility on highway and identify
locations for installing additional
provisions as required. Also, Highway
Patrol vehicles will be stationed near
dense foggy stretches. The highway
operation and maintenance team will
carry red/green blinking baton for
guiding traffic in case of accident and
establish seamless collaboration with
local law enforcement, ambulance
services, and municipal authorities.
NHAI team will also conduct joint
drills and exercises to ensure efficient
coordination during fog-related
emergencies.

NHAI is committed to take all
necessary steps to mitigate risk of
travelling on National Highways
during winter season and ensure a safe
and seamless travel experience for the
National Highway users.
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From NHAI

NHAI Signs MoU
with NRSC for
Development and
Reporting of “Green
Cover Index” for
National Highways

Ao g2 7

@ Tk &

he National Highways
Authority of India
(NHAI) has entered into
a Memorandum of
Understanding with the National
Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC)
under the Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO) for a period of
three years to develop and report a
"Green Cover Index" for the extensive
network of National Highways in
India.
Since the initiation of the Green
Highways Policy in 2015, the
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prioritization of greening Highway
Corridors has been a focal point for the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) and NHAL
Presently, the monitoring of
plantations relies on site visits by field
personnel.

Using the capabilities of emerging
technologies to enhance in-situ data
collection and supplement plantation
management and monitoring,
including performance audits
conducted by NHAI, the NRSC will
undertake a comprehensive pan-India

estimation of green cover, referred to
as the "Green Cover Index" for
National Highways using high-
resolution satellite imagery. This
innovative approach promises to be a
robust and reliable mechanism,
providing a time-saving and cost-
effective solution to generate a macro-
level estimate of the degree of
greenness along National Highways.
It will also facilitate targeted
interventions in regions that are
reported to lack adequate green cover.

NRSC, headquartered in Hyderabad,
has the mandate for establishment of
ground stations for receiving satellite
data, generation of data products, and
development of techniques for remote
sensing applications including
geospatial services for good
governance among other things. As a
proof of concept, NRSC has already
conducted successful pilot projects for
estimation of green cover along
National Highways.

The overarching endeavour of the
project is to capture the Green Cover
Index region-wise for National
Highways in the first assessment
cycle. Subsequent annual cycles will
focus on estimating the growth
patterns of green cover for National
Highways using scientific techniques.
The findings of the index will facilitate
comparison and ranking of various
National Highways for timely and
periodic intervention.

As green cover would be estimated for
every 1 km length of the National
Highways, it would be possible to
generate granular metrics for
individual projects/packages as well.
This initiative underscores a sincere
commitment to evaluate NHAI's
pivotal role in fostering the green
transformation of highways, thereby,
contributing to the nation's overall
environmental well-being.
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Follow Traffic Rules, Avoid Accidents

Mandatory Traftic Signs

As the title suggests, this set of road traffic signs are obligatory for drivers to follow. The purpose of mandatory traffic
signboards is the smooth functioning of traffic on the road. In fact, violating any mandatory traffic signs is punishable
by law.

© Ve oo e

One Way
Both Di 'eﬂ on

One Way 5 No Entry : One Way

Right Turn : Left Turn e Wi . i Over Taking Horns
Prohibited  :  Prohibited ! ek Prohibited |  Prohibited !  Prohibited

Compulsory : Compulsory : Compulsory Compulsory Ahead : Compulsory Ahead

Speed Limit Turn Left ¢ Ahead Only i TurnRight Ahead | Or Turn Right ' Or Turn Left

8] o0 e :
al t"’ a i Compulsory |  Compulsory
X ! Keep Left ' SoundHorn

Cautionary Traffic Signs

The goal of cautionary traffic signs is to warn drivers of any potential threat on the road ahead, like road work, potholes, and
speed bumps. While these things are not inherent, accidents could occur if one doesn't slow down their vehicle. Hence, you
must take cautionary road traffic signs as seriously as the mandatory ones.

o L

Rrg;h' Hand : Right Hair Left Hand  Right Reverse
: . Pin Bend I Bend

- NarrowRoad | Road Widens
Descent : Ahead :

: : Pedestrian
Gravel : Crossing ' Crossing : o ‘ Work
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Follow Traffic Rules

Informative Signs

Informative signs serve to aid any drivers without a map or knowledge of the facilities available in the area they are driving
in. They can help guide drivers by offering directions or telling them about hospitals, public phones, and parking spots in the

darca.

\*

Public :
Telephone : ump :

@ @ ' ®

aitwa
Traffic Rules in India
Traffic rules are officially listed in the
1989 'Rules of Road Regulations.'
They are as follows:
» Keep to your left if driving on a two-
way street or road so that vehicles
coming in the opposite direction can
pass using the right lane smoothly.
* If you want to turn left ahead, you
must stay on the left side before taking
aturn.
« If you want to turn right ahead, you
must be at the centre of the road and
then gradually take a broad right turn.
* When you are coming towards a
road intersection, road junction, or
pedestrian crossing, you must slow
down your vehicle.
* If being overtaken by a vehicle, you
must not increase the speed of your
vehicle or, in any way, prevent the
vehicle that is attempting to overtake
you.

* Overtaking is prohibited in the

"It is during our darkest moments that we must focus to see the light.""—

Thorough

2 Park This Side
Side Road . Side

following cases:

- If passing would, in any way, be
dangerous for other travellers on the
road.

- If passing is near a bend, hill, corner,
or point, as it may lead to a critical
accident without clear sight ofthe road
in front.

- If the driver upfront has not signalled
the driver behind.

- When trying to overtake a vehicle
that's already being passed by the third
vehicle.

* For those driving two-wheelers, you
and your pillion must wear a helmet.

* Parking is not permitted on the top of
a hill,
pedestrians. The same isn't permitted

footpath, and road for

near traffic lights, a crossing on the
road, the entrance of a building, or if it
covers a fire hydrant.

* Your temporary or permanent
Vehicle Registration Number (VRN)
must always be displayed on the front

Parkmo Lot Scooter !
& Motor Cycle

Light
Refreshment

Slippery
Road

and back of your vehicle.

* Only a single pillion is permitted per
two-wheeler.

* Drivers must make way for any
cyclists on the road.

« The head or tail lights of your
vehicle should never be obstructed.

* Driving in the reverse direction is
punishable by law on a one-way road.

* When overtaking another vehicle,
one must not go beyond the yellow
line.

* One must respect the STOP sign on
roads and not stop beyond the sign.

* Honking should only be carried out
ifnecessary.

* When driving on a mountain or hill,
your vehicle must be towards the right
side of the road.

* One cannot load the vehicle with
certain goods, like Inflammable and
explosive goods.

* Overtaking must only be carried out
from the right side.

X

Avristotle
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A GHIT 2023 -Tgeh URag
3 TSTHET HATAA
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PEALE S
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T TSt 2 1,79,535 fehet
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T ST A e
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forddt wsdrg Tsmmt w5 fmio R
( eTfam e |
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* g Ui
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9RA H IREsT o1 WE WiEE T A
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B <" GRS FE-aa & 2R & 31T
B I & Y- STk 9 &
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T
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=% a1 e 2020 ¥ 3R STHETA
FNeh (HuH) 3 2w 1 e1ier 2023
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79 I QST e el iR it
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AT STETIEl F gor | a8
TAM W Adeyid FE STESTel &
TN oh! 3R FH i o ol TR A1en
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F: gg®, @ IR W HIH b
HeH, YIMHHE WgH, THAT,
T S 4 o el wfed
o =t @1 feaea etfim =/or o
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AITWA - LoTS's Impact

IS CHALLAN
TROUBLING

Rs.12 CR+

VEHICLES PENALTY AMOUNT

India's First On-Road- Legal -Assistance Now Providing

End-to-End Challan Resolutions
TOLL FREE : +91 99-88-44-1033 www.lawyered.in
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Parliament Session

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO-2001
ANSWERED ON- 20/12/2023

PENALTIES ON FASTAG USERS
2001. SHRIJAYANT CHAUDHARY:
Will the Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of absolute number and percentage of total highway users/registered vehicles with
FASTags in India currently;

(b) whether directions were issued to collect double toll as penalty in case of no FASTag or
inoperable FASTag or deficient balance in account linked to FASTag;

(c) if so, details of the amount of toll collected since the penalty was imposed, including details of
penalty amount & number of transactions and users who were penalised in the last 12 months; and

(d) whether Government intends to continue with this double toll collection and if so, the rationale
of this penalty imposed?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
(SHRI NITIN JAIRAM GADKARI)

(a) The total number of FASTags issued as on 30.11.2023 is 7,98,07,678. The percentage of
FASTag transaction (by count) is 98.9% at fee plazas on National Highways during week ending
on 3" December, 2023.

(b) & (c) As per Gazette notification G.S.R. no. 298 (E) dated 15™ May, 2020, users of such vehicle
not fitted with “FASTag” or vehicle without valid and functional “FASTag” are required to pay a
user fee equivalent to two times of the normal applicable user fee. The amount of user fee collected
from such users in the last 12 months from fee plazas administered by NHAI (December 2022 to
November 2023) is Rs 860.38 Crore with transaction count of 729.65 lakhs.

(d) Government has declared all lanes of fee plazas as FASTag lane with effect from midnight of
15th/16th February 2021. Moreover, users of such vehicles not fitted with “FASTag” or vehicles
without valid & functional “FASTag” are required to pay a user fee equivalent to two times of the
normal applicable fee. The above steps have been taken to encourage users to opt for ‘Electronic
Toll Collection System’ through FASTag.

X
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DSTE DAILY SHIPPING TIMES

28th DECEMBER 2023

NEW DELHI: Two reports written by
New Delhi-based economic think tank
National Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) for the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), in the space of four years,
have concluded that India’s logistics costs
as apercentage of GDPis already in single
digit, and more importantly, tantalisingly
closer to a level seen in developed nations,
which India is seeking to emulate to make
it's goods competitive on the global stage.

India’s logistic costs ranged between
7.8 percent and 8.9 percent of the
GDP during 2021-22, down from
8.7-9.9 percent during 2011-12, the NCAER
said in a report written for DPIIT and
released on 14 December:

According to the report, ‘Logistic Cost
in India: Assessment and Long-term
Framework’, India’s logistics costs saw a
dip during 2014-15 to 2016-17,
from 8.3-9.4 percent to 7.8-8.8 percent,
due to a faster growth in nominal GDP
than in logistic costs, and a fall in fuel
prices compared to the earlier period.

Rajesh Kumar Singh, DPIIT
Secretary, said on 14 December that the
report will help develop a framework
which will be used to calculate credible
logistics cost estimates.

India’s logistic costs as a percentage of
GDP is 8.35 percent on an average, the
NCAER had concluded in a 2019 report.
That study, “Analysis of India’s Logistics
Costs”, based on surveys, had also
calculated the logistics costs for different
commodities and sectors, which in some
cases, was as low as 6.05 percent.

The high logistics costs of
13-14 percent, first propounded by
Nitin Gadkari when he was holding the
portfolio of the then Ministry of Shipping
along with the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, in the first NDA
government led by Modi, soon caught the
imagination of his cabinet colleagues and
went viral. I became the ‘mantra’ or
premise on which many policy decisions
and initiatives pertaining to the transport
infrastructure sectors were scripted,
including the PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan for Muti-modal Connectivity
and the National Logistics Policy, to name
justafew.

“The National Logistics Policy has not
come out of the blue and there are 8 years
of hard work behind it,” Modi said while
launching the policy on 17 September 2022,

“From 13-14 per cent logistics costs,
we should all aim to bring it to single digit
as soon as possible. This, in a way,
is a low-hanging fruit, if we have tobecome
globally competitive,” the Prime Minister
asserted.

The National Logistics Policy seeks to
tackle issues of high cost and inefficiency
by laying down an overarching
interdisciplinary, cross-sectoral and
multi-jurisdictional framework for the
development of the entire logistics
ecosystem with the aim of improving the
competitiveness of Indian goods,
enhancing economic growth and
increasing employment opportunities.

The compelling need to cut India’s
high logisties costs even reverberated in
the investment announcements made by
private firms.

The debunking of the 13-14 percent

India’s Logistics cost almost close to developed Nations

logistics costs theory has now put the
government’s policy managers on the
defensive.

“We have not been banking on that
number, we were only knowing that there
are high logistics costs in India and it has
to be reduced,” said a government official
involvedin the exercise.

“This is also what the National
Logistics Policy says. That doesn'’t refer to
the 13 or 14 percent anywhere. We never
considered that number as a valid number
for that matter. But, yes, the fact is,
the logistics costs were relatively higher,
and it is still higher and therefore we have
taken a policy initiative to bring it down
progressively in whatever way possible,
be it through infrastructure inputs or
through improving the services,
adopting digitalisation and promoting skill
development and education in the
logistics sector which are the cost factors.
That remains and the pursuit of reducing
the logistics costs and making our trade,
both international and domestic, more
competitive, making the supply chain
more cost effective and making the
products more competitive, that's what is
the pursuit basically,” he explained.

How did the 13-14 percent number come
aboutin the first place?

“Since we did not have any number to
refer to, there have been obvious
references to that; it is also very indicative
and very vague. Now we have a number to
talk about with reference to which we
would be looking at improvement or
deterioration. Whatever happens, we are
opento that,” the official continued.

“See you have to have some reference
right and reference which is footed in this
country. Otherwise, personally if you ask
me, [ did not consider 13 or 14 percentas a
number at all. It was just a phrase; it is so
subjective,” he quipped.

Even logistics companies were
sceptical about the authenticity of the
13-14 percent logistics costs touted by the
ministers and government officials.

“This was done on a very empirical,
small basis and extended, multiple
assumptions and might not be the correct
figure,” said the Chief Executive Officer of
alisted logistics company.

“When we go and talk to very large
customers, for instance, Hindustan Lever
says that their logistics costs are
6.5 percent and it’s a large company,
they are way efficient. Even if you were to
add a couple of more percentage points to
HL, then somebody not as efficient as
HL might have 8 to 8.5 percent as logistics
costs. It is still far away from the
13-14 percent that we hear,” the CEO said,
asking not tobe named.

“Reliance also talks exactly the same
language. They say that their logistics cost
overall must be anywhere between
6 to 8 percent and they squeeze us for
rates. They get the best possible rates
from everybody; because of their size and
scale they can do that,” he said.

“So, when large organisations are at
this level, why would the economy be at
13-14 percent logistics costs to GDP.
evenldon’t understand,” he added.

The latest study by NCAER and its
previous report of 2019 have both pegged
the logistics costs a few points over
8 percent. But is there a difference

between the two studies?

“It’s not like that. Anything logical and
rational, even if it is repeated it doesn't
lose that value. It's better than those
numbers which are drawn on a
non-mathematical, non-statistical and
non-rational basis. At least there is some
sanity in this exercise, which is based on
objective parameters, some numbers,
even if it is drawn from the secondary
sources, a lot of it is also drawn from
primary sources,” he said.

“So, there is a difference in the sense
that it's a little more comprehensive and
new data sources have been also included,
from the government sources and the
private industry sources. Again, it's an
indicative exercise but it's more rational,
more methodical and more objective
compared to any other number which has
been drawn about the logistic costs for
India,” the official said.

Referring to a survey that was carried
out earlier on logistics costs, the official
said it was just a number drawn based on
some statistical model called the artificial
neural network method which was done by
some external agency who did not have
much of a foothold or footprint in India.
“They have calculated the logistic costs
for many countries, and that was having a
lot of biases which you can call as
statisticians biases or bias of the person
who is doing the assessment. So, in that
sense, this report of NCAER is more
logical and rational and that's why it is
different from the earlier report or study,”
he stated.

The latest report is also an
“improvement” on the previous study.

“Some of the concerns raised in
the earlier report of NCAER have
been addressed this time, one of
which is making it a combination of
primary and secondary data.
The earlier study was probably a
limited survey, the sample size would
have been relatively smaller because
it was just based on surveys.
This time, in addition to the surveys, they
have also considered the
so-called secondary sources of data, so
it’s a kind of a hybrid approach which has
been adopted,” the official remarked.

“It's a continuous exercise. We will
keep on improving and again we are not
saying this is the final number. This is just
an indicative number and there again, we
have given a range based on industry
sectors or maybe regions across the
country. We may have high logistics costs
in the northeastern region and relatively
lesser costs in a coastal region of
peninsular India. So, it varies, therefore
the range has been talked about, earlier it
was just one number for different sectors,”
henoted.

While the earlier study was done solely
by NCAER, multiple agencies
collaborated on the latest report. “In fact,
we have taken help from the Asian
Development Bank, the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation, Niti Aayog, and also
consulted the World Bank. So, we have had
more than one perspective this time. That
gives a little more credibility to it and
acceptability also,” the official said, adding
that the logistics sector is “moving in the
right direction™.
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WA - IRTDA Data

Diesel Dashboard
Last updated on 5th December 2023 | Data as on 30th November 2023
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Toll Collection Dashboard
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Statistics - Air Freight

TOTAL FREIGHT (INT'L+DOM.) S TAD T t]frelght(mFMTT-;l TGN
i g 4 ort or € Vion! or 1he Fert 0 INOV.
. Freight inMT) no. Nov. | Nov. | % [2023-242022-23 %

S. | Airport For The Month For The Period April To Nov. 2023 | 2022 | Change Change

no. Nov. | Nov. | % [2023-24]202223] % (F) 73 Domestic

2023 | 2022 | Change Change :
; . 64 |Gwalior 1 6] -833 10 62] -839
(A) 15 International Airports 65 |Tuticorin 0 0 B 3 1 _
1 [Chennai 26906 | 26475 1.6 221712 | 234241 53| [66 [Mysore 0 0 - 0 0 N
2 |Kolkata 10316 | 10398 -0.8] 93919 92623 1.4 67 |Gaggal (Kangra) 0 0 - 0 0 N
3 |Goa 577 545 3.9 3796 4018 -5.5 68 |Jorhat 0 20 5 104 113 8.0
4 |Srinagar 675 546 236 6594 7121 -74 69 |Bareilly 0 0 a 0 0 =
5 |Bhubaneswar 4021 837 - 10015 6997 43.1 70 |Juhu 22 26 15.4 210 191 00
6 |Calicut 1363 1254 87| 11808 8885| 329 [7] |Aera ] 0 _ 28 0 N
7 Coimbatore 843 776 8.6 5684 6453 -11.9 72 |Kolhapur 0 0 o 0 0 -
8  |Varanasi 454 411 10.5 3304 3382 -2.3 73 |Jamnagar 30 0 - 32 0 -
9  |Amritsar 308 319 -3.4 2331 1636 42.5 74 [Barapani (Shillon 0 0 - 0 0 -
10 [Trichy 535 529 1.1 4331 4373 1.0 | [75 [Jaisalmer 0 0 2 0 0 =
IT_[Portblair 585 489 19.6] 3767 262| -11.6| [ 76 |Kalaburai 0 0 z 0 0 =
12 [Tmphal 575 669 -14.1] 1635 5333 -69.3| [77 [Kandla 0 0 = 0 0 >
13 [Vijayawada 48 107 -55.1 461 920 -49.9 | [78 |Deoghar 0 0 = 0 0 N
14 |Tirupati 0 9 - 18 87 -79.3 79 |Pondicherry 0 0 - 0 0 =
15 |Kushinagar 0 0 - 0 0 - 80 [Pantnagar 0 0 = 0 0 =
Tota 4720643364 8.9 369375 | 380331 -2.9| [81 [Cuddapah 0 0 = 0 0 -
(B) 6 PPP International Airports 82 |Bhavnagar 0 0 = 0 0 z
16_[Ahmedabad 8337 7829 6.5] 69858 61838] (3.0 |83 [Kishangarh 0 0 = 0 0 2
17 [Lucknow 1738 1107| 57.0] 13817] 10244| 349 | | 84 [Agatt 4 0 = 40 291 379
18 |Guwahati 1278|2013 | -36.5] 13219| 15664] -15.6 | | 83 [Bhuyj 0 0 = 0 0 -
19 [Jaipur 1576 | 1296 21.6] 12922 11537 12.0 | 86 [Diu 0 0 - 0 0 -
20 [Trivandrum 1346 | 1395 3.5] 12562 11328 109 | | 87 [Rupast 0 0 = 0 0 =
21 [Mangalore 155  349| -55.6] 1337| 2961| -54.8| |88 [Hollongi MonyiPol 0 0 2 0 0 5
Tota [4430| 13989 32| 123715] 113572 89 gg m“ﬂgl}fgmﬂb‘“’ 8 (') = % g -71.4
(C) 7 JV International Airports 97 TBikaner ) 0 = 0 0 =
22 |Delhi (DIAL) | 79807 | 72498 10.1 | 647252| 603643 7.2 | [92 [Hindon 0 0 = 0 0 =
23 [Mumbai(MIAL) | 63681 | 62599 1.7 528391] 519902 1.6 | [93 [Porbandar 0 0 = 0 0 ”
24 |Bangalore®IAL) | 36171 | 332901 8.7| 286642] 271337 34| [94 |Bhuntar 0 0 _ 0 0 N
75 |Hyderabad GHIAD| 12025 | 11420 53| 98326 95408 3.1 [05 |Tezu 0 0 - 0 0 -
26 [Cochin(CIAL) 4604|3967 16.1| 39559] 40055] -1.2| [96 |Pakyong 0 0 - 0 0 N
27 |Nagpur (MIPL) 700 700 T3] 5288 6285 -15.9 | [97 |Keshod gusssh 0 0 - 0 0 -
28 [Kannur (KIAL) 218 207 5.3 233 2681 -12.8 98 [Shimla 0 0 B 0 0 -
Tota 197215 | 184682 6.8 1607795| 1545311 4.0 ?30 (T}cmdia 8 g - g 8 =
- ezpur -
(D) 2 ST Govt./Pvt. INTL Airports 01 Fetrbadmmms 0 0 0 0 -
29 [Shirdi 16 61 -73.8 214 S14] -584 | MoalCoochbahar 0 0 0 0 -
30 |Goa (MOPA) 199 0 - 690 0 - 103[Jalgaon 0 0 0 0 -
Tota 215 61 - 904 514 75.9 104[Salem 0 0 0 0 -
(E) 10 Custom Airports 105|Sholapur 0 0 0 0 -
31 [Pune 3285] 3572] -8.0] 25511[ 28209 -9.6]| | 106/Ludhiana 0 0 0 0 s
32 [Patna 814 924 -119] 6335| 8624 -26.5]| |107]Kota 0 0 0 0 =
33 |Chandigarh 705 461 529 4854 7623 | -36.3| |108]Safdarjung 0 0 0 0 S
34_|Indore 850 835 03] 6835] 7200 -5.1| (109Bhatinda 0 0 0 0 -
35 |Bagdogra 680 729| 67| 5687| 6295| -9.7| |-110/Pathankot 0 0 0 0 =
36 |Visakhapatnam | 309| 308 03] 2734 3181 -14.1] | L11]Adampur Galandiar) 0 0 0 0 E
37 [Surat 379 308 2301 3762] 3502 74 | 112[Kanpur (Civil) 0 0 0 0 -
38 |Madurai 5501 244 2216 2226 0.4 [ 113[Rajkot (Hirasar) 38 0 38 0 -
39 [Aurangabad 73 125 -41.6 507 894 | -43.3 | |(F)73 Domestic Airports 2478| 2969 19665 | 22968 | -14.4
40 |Gaya 0 0 - 0 0 - | [(G) 21 St.Govt. / Pyt Airports

Tota 7654 7526 1.7] 58441[ 67754 -13.7 | 114 [Durgapur 35 52 417 438 -4.8
(F) 73 Domestic Aitpotts 115 |Lengpui(aizwal) 0% 57 519 314 653
41 [Ranchi 511 521 -I.9] 4013] 4525 -11.3 | [116|Nasik(Hal ozar) 0 0 0 0 =
42 |Raipur 406 557 -27.1 3373 4049 -16.7 | [117 [Jagdalpur 0 0 0 0 -
43 [Dehradun 135 202 -33.2 1583 1114 421 118 |Bilaspur 0 0 0 0 -
44 |Jammu 84 133 -36.8 524 1102 -52.5 119 |Kurnool 0 0 0 0 -
45 |Agartala 242 399 -39.3 1470 3192 -53.9 120 [Sindhudurg 0 0 0 0 z
46 Udaipur 30 67 =55.2 128 265 -51.7 121 ijayanagar 0 0 0 0 =
47 |Leh 99 197 -49.7 1145 1108 33 122 | Bangalore(HAL) 0 0 0 0 =
48 |Bhopal 206 236 -12.7 1833 2059 -11.0 123 [Bidar 0 0 0 0 N
49 |Vadodara 203 154 31.8 1639 1505 8.9 124 [Pasighat 0 0 0 0 N
50 _|Jodhpur 18 0 2 60 0 - | [125 Rourkela 0 0 0 0 =
51 |Rajkot 0 67 - 365 616 -40.7 126 [Jeypore 0 0 0 0 -
52 |Gorakhpur 0 0 - 0 0 - | [ 127 [Jamshedpur 0 0 0 0 -
53 [Dibrugarh 183 117 56.4 963 949 1.5 | 128 Nanded 0 0 0 0 Z
54 |Darbhanga 18 4 - 361 257 40.5 129 |Pithoragarh 0 0 0 0 E
55 [Prayagraj 3 20 -85.0 24 68 -64.7 | 130 [Mundra 0 0 0 0 &
56 |Rajahmundry 2 1 - 14 10 40.0 | 131 1Ziro 0 0 0 0 =
57 |Jabalpur 0 19 - 0 106 - 132 |Hisar 0 0 0 0 =
gg E{llch_ar 26 45| 422 393 5721 313 [133]Shivamogga 0 0 0 0 -
ubli 16 I = 79 33 - | [134|Utkela 0 0 0 0 =

60 |Belgaum 2 1 - 3 34 -91.2 :
20 Dimgapur 7 139 55105 g57T 0.4 | ()21 8tGovt /Pyt Aiports| 133 109 936 752 245
52 |Kanpur(Chaker) 13 13 0.0 76 1051 —27.6] |(H) Other Airports 0 0 0 0 =
63 |Jharsuguda 9 3 - 58 29 - | |Grand Total (AB+CHD+E+FHGHH) | 269331 [ 252700 2180831 (2131202 23
Source: A.ALL
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Statistics - Ocean Freight
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NHIIDCL

NHIIDCL (National Highways
and Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited) Declares
Financial Results Showing
Increase in Value of Work

Executed from Rs 14953 Crore
in 2021-22 to Rs 19309 Crore

In the Annual General
Meeting held on 22nd
December 2023, National
Highways and
Infrastructure
Development
Corporation Limited

(NHIDCL), a CPSE under R

the Union Ministry of
Road, Transport and _';l
Highways declared its @&
financial results, [
reflecting an impressive d
performance. The value of &
work executed
experienced a significant
surge from 14953 crore

in 2021-22 to T 19309 |
crorein2022-23.

Demonstrating a robust &
increase of 42.61%, the

revenue has increased from ¥ 332.53
crore in FY 2021-22 to ¥ 474.22 crore
in FY 2022-23. Profit after tax (PAT)
reflects a commendable improvement
of 98.34%, advancing from ¥ 113.29
crore in FY 2021-22 to % 224.70 crore
in FY 2022-23. Concurrently, the
earning per share (EPS) displayed an

B January2024/Vol.-12/Issue-01

in 2022-23

outstanding growth from 11.00in FY
2021-2210%21.82inFY 2022-23.

The distribution of dividends has also
increased from % 34.00 crore in FY
2020-21 to T 67.47 crore in FY 2022-
23, 1.e., T 6.55 per share having a face
value 0f210. This dividend reflects the
company's commitment to providing

value to its shareholders and
underscores its dedication to prudent
financial management, positioning the
company on a trajectory of enduring
success in the development of Roads
and Infrastructure with a special
emphasis on the North East Region,
Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir.
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OM LOGISTICS LTD.

A UNIQUE SERVICE OFFERING

SPEED & RELIABILITY

OUR SERVICES

COD / DOD FACILITY 24*7 CUSTOMER SUPPORT

TIME-DEFINITE DELIVERY @ PAN INDIA REACH

PICKUP & DELIVERY PAID & TO-PAY SERVICES ONLY
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