December2023/Vol.-12/1ssue-12 - F10/-

aitv/a afeasst gorfc

Monthly Magazine of All India Transporters Welfare Association

Logistics Multi-modal / Supply Chain / Warehnusmg / Technulngy / Industry / Trade

Budget
expectations

of transporters

Budget Expectations NHAI Inks Agreement to Develop Multi Modal
of Transporter Logistics Park at Nagpur at a Cost of Rs 673 crore
p Page 12 p Page 36
Tata Motors Pioneers Green Revolution Know it All: Road Network
in Commercial Vehicles at EXCON 2023 in the Country
p Page 18 p Page 42

Plus Other Features : Statistics (Air Data; Ocean Data), AITWA-IRTDA E-way Bill Data And More







COl
@ Editorial

¥ Go for Growth Budget 2024-25

06 Outlook

¥ Curious for the Budget, High Hopes on the Budget
» Economic Survey 2023 and Budget Expectation

Cover Story

*» Budget Expectations of Transporter

Safe Winter Driving

Industry

* Tata Motors Pioneers Green Revolution in Commercial
Vehicles at EXCON 2023

» Mercedes-Benz R & D India and [1S¢ Join
for Innovation in Sustainable Mobility

*» Truck and Bus Exports Hit a Speed Bump as
Neighbourhood Economies Slump

» Toyota Launches IMV () Pickup Truck in Thailand

*» Tata Motors to Increase Price of its Commercial Vehicles
from January 2024

Notification

» Notification Issued Mandating Installation
of Air-conditioning System in Cabins of Motor
Vehicles Belonging to Categories N2 and N3,
Manufactured from 15t October 2025

Rules Of Driving

Highways For Us

» Framing of Guidelines on Integration of Saftety Technology
into the Regulatory Frameworks of the Highway Projects
to Reduce Accidents and to Improve Emergency Response

» Capital Expenditure on National Highways has
Significantly Increased from About Rs. 31,000 Crore in
2013-14 to More Than Rs. 240,000 Crore in 2022-23

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: 8. N. Arya

EDITOR: Ashok Gupta

FRINTED & PUBLISHED BY: Ashok Gupla

OWNED BY: All India Transpotars Wallace Associalion

PRINTED E'Y. Shashi Printing Solution, D-128, Sector 10, Noida (UP), India

PUBLISHEDAT: M-5, Ashoka Cenire, 4E/15, Mhandewalan Exin. New Delhi - 110055, India.
Tel:-011-49342807, Tele Fax-011-23626915, Website: www.aitwa.org, Email: aitwaho@gmail com

The All india Transparters Welfare Association, as a matter of policy, disclaims s responsabity for any views
expressed by the authars’employees, The views axpressed in this magazing are those of the authors and do
ok necessanly represent the views of either the organisabion lo which fey belongor the All India Transpor
Wedfare Association, This magazing is strictly for private circulation only, Al India Transpor Wetfare
Associgtion, Websile: www aitwa org, Email: sitweho@gmai com. infoiiaitwa org

tents

38

®

45

49

50

52

53,

From NHAI

» NHAI to Undertake Safety Audit of All Under Construction Tunnels

* Financial Health of NHAI

» NHAI Inks Agreement to Develop Multi Modal Logistics Park at
Nagpur at a Cost of Rs 673 crore

Government Policies

» All You Need to Know About Causes of Road Accidents

¥ What's the Formula for Toll Collection?

P Know it All: Road Network in the Country

¥ Vehicle Scrapping Policy Formulated for Creation of an Ecosystem
to Phase Out Unfit and Polluting Vehicles in an Environment
Friendly Manner

AITWA - LoTS's Impact

Rebuttal

v ST T T TEET SR sEEEa A fem fafage =
(TATEsEEETE) il 3 9w F faug 1 0s EEew 2023
F1 =H 18 T Wev-SWREE TUEE F I3 Y

Parliament Session
Newspaper Cutting
AITWA - IRTDA Data
Statistics - Air Freight
Statistics - Ocean Freight

Vision

* Tackling e-Challans: A Logistics Nightmare Turned Seamless

December2023/Vol.-12/Issue-12 B




Editorial

Go for Growth Budget 2024-25

hile the central
government is all set to
present the Union
Budget 2024-25 on
February 1, 2024, people's eagerness
never seems to come to an end, What
are the most likely policy/ reform
announcements expected to come this
year — this is the question hovering
across the country,
In 2023, India's logistics sector
showcased commendable progress.
The government's strategic
investments and commitment to
digitalisation have been instrumental
in this growth. As we step into 2024,
the sector's outlook remains
promising.
In 2023, India achieved growth of 7.8
per cent in the first quarter, the reason
why Deloitte India has revised up
India's growth estimate for this year,
now the expectation is at 6.5- 6.8 per
cent for FY24. The IMF also revised
India's growth forecast to 6.3 per cent
forFY24.
Credit must go to various government
policies for India's constant growth.
PM Gati Shakti and national logistics
policy (NLP) - a comprehensive
policy for the logistics sector to
address the issues ofhigh logistics cost
and inefficiencies, among others,
stand out.
The policy helped India climb six
places to the 38th position among 139
countries in the seventh edition of the
World Bank Logistics Performance
Index 2023.
During the coronavirus pandemic, the
e-commerce boom has driven a
heightened demand for logistics
services, emphasising the importance
of speed in order fulfilment, storage
flexibility, and customer satisfaction.
Last-mile delivery and returns
processing/reverse logistics have been
the buzzwords throughout the year,
with companies focusing on solving
these challenges to meet customer
expectations.
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In 2024, the logistics sector is poised
for significant advancements and
transformative shifts in response to
emerging trends, experts said. With the
government consistently increasing
budgetary allocation for infrastructure,
it is expected to grow from 22 per cent
in FY23 to 38.9 percentin FY24 and it
is going to benefit the logistics sector
indirectly or directly.

In terms of a few of the downside risks
to the economy, Deloitte's report
talked about the inflationary
pressures, while maintaining that
concerns around rising prices are at the
top of mind for policymakers. High
food prices. oil prices trending up, etc.
are likely to keep inflation high.
Despite the RBI raising rates to 6.5 per
cent since April 2022, inflation
remained above its tolerance range.
Further, with the upcoming national
and key state elections in India over
the next few months, policies around
ensuring energy supplies, climate
change, sustainable development,
international trade, maritime, space
and cyber-security, non-proliferation,
and cross-border terrorism will be on
priority for the incoming government.
Geopolitical concerns too are
weighing on global investors and
policymakers.

What are the key expectations from
Budget 2024?

While the government has focused on

building a strong infrastructure over
the past five years, with most
infrastructure spending concentrated
on roads and railways, the government
is now expected to divert some of its
expenses towards improving the port
and shipping; energy, especially green
and sustainable energy; and urban
infrastructure. In this budget, the
government's focus should be on the
transition from carbon-dependent to
energy-efficient policies.

The budget should also address
various constraints such as input costs
of fuel, Goods and Services Tax (GST)
on export freight, increasing air freight
rates and other major challenges
making operations costlier.

Indirect Taxes:

= Applicability of Compulsory
registration in case of persons who are
required to pay tax under reverse
charge.

»  Exemption on services such as
loading/unloading obtained by GTA.

«  Credit is indirectly restricted to
GTA if it opts for paying GST @ 12%
under FCM.

= GSTon Petroleum Products

= Applicability of GST on Third
Party Insurance Premium.

Direct Taxes:

= Non-applicability of TDS w's
194C where payee holds valid PAN or
GSTIN or Need of portal where one
can verify the declaration provided u/s
194C(6)

* The lower limit of Expenditure in
cash - Disallowance Under Section
40A(3)

* 26AS should be updated
immediately and it should also
provide bill-wise TDS deduction

« Priority should be given to
206C(1H) over 194Q) as in that case no
such declarations and data need to be
maintained if the seller's turnover of
last year is more than Rs 10 crores, it
will charge TCS w/s 206C(1H)

* LDC Application w's 197 should
be based on PAN number instead of
TAN.
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Outlook

Curious for the Budget,
High Hopes on the Budget

ndia is the largest populated
country in the world (with a
population of 140 crore).
Alongside, its growing
economy makes its yearly budget the
most-awaited and talked about budget
across the globe. The budget not only
decides the fortune of every household
but also the fate of the trade and
business community.
From the lower middle class to the
upper class, people across all
segments, look forward towards it

In 2023, India's
logistics sector
showcased

commendable progress.
The government's
strategic investments
and commitment to

digitalisation have
been instrumental in
this growth. As we step
into 2024, the sector's
outlook remains
promising

with lots of curiosity and hope, as the
budget impacts their lifestyle, In 2023,
India's logistics sector showcased
commendable progress. The
government’s strategic investments
and commitment to digitalisation have
been instrumental in this growth. As
we step into 2024, the sector’'s outlook
remains promising. The Union Budget
2024-25 will play a pivotal role in
shaping and reshaping the industry,
once again. Here are a few crucial
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points that the industry looks forward
to being included in the upcoming
Union Budget 2024-25.

The budget should address various
constraints such as input costs of fuel,
Goods and Services Tax (GST) on
export freight, increasing air freight
rates and other major challenges
making operations costlier.

Indirect Taxes:

« Applicability of Compulsory
registration in case of persons who are
required to pay tax under reverse
charge.

* Exemption on services such as
loading/unloading obtained by GTA.

« Credit is indirectly restricted to GTA
ifit opts for paying GST (@ 12% under
FCM.

* GST on Petroleum Products

+ Applicability of GST on Third Party
Insurance Premium.

Direct Taxes:

* Non-applicability of TDS u/s 194C
where payee holds valid PAN or
GSTIN or Need of portal where one
can verify the declaration provided u/s
194C(6)

¢ The lower limit of Expenditure in
cash - Disallowance Under Section
40A(3)

*26AS should be updated
immediately and it should also provide
bill-wise TDS deduction

* Priority should be given to
206C(1H) over 1940 as in that case no
such declarations and data need to be
maintained if the seller's turnover of
last year is more than Rs 10 crores, it
will charge TCS w/s 206C(1H)

« LDC Application u/s 197 should be
based on PAN numberinstead of TAN
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In addition, we at All India
Transporters' Welfare Association
(AITWA) anticipate the
implementation of the National
Logistics Policy with full force,
expecting to bring down the cost of
logistics from 14 per cent to single
digits.

Making the freight sector carbon-
neutral by using less carbon-emitting
fuels, electric scooters, and other
similar technologies should find a
space in the upcoming Union Budget.
Clarity on investments in port
infrastructure to alleviate logistics
inefficiencies should be given. There
should be an incentive-based system
where people building warehouses are
rewarded, and the tenant gets a place at
a much cheaper rate per square foot.
The government should also consider
investing heavily in automation and
incentivizing warehouses that
integrate these technologies,
highlighted experts.

The Union Budget 2024-25 should
also address the interest rate on Capex
investment, which is required to be
brought down. Additionally, logistics
is a manpower-intensive industry, and
while the Skill Council is trying to

conid...
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upgrade the skill set of human
resources, training institutes need to be
opened to train workers on the latest
technologies and promote Research
and Development (R&D) and
innovation.

The logistics industry is expected to
grow at a rate of 9 per cent per annum
(as per the ICRA report). The New
Year will bring in more growth for this
industry, especially with the help of
budgetary provisions for the same.
Digital technology has witnessed a
massive push in recent times, thanks to
a 1,500 crore scheme on digital
payment, streamlining the consumer
interface for many logistics companies
in India. But this shall continue to
smoothen the business and flow of
money.

Besides this, the investment in
connectivity via the national highways
to improve the conditions of Tamil
Nadu, Assam, Kerala, and West
Bengal has already started showing
the fruits. Continuing the highway
development work at full speed will
soon change the road map of India. So
to say that this increased road
infrastructure will augment logistics
optimization and help with strategic
warehousing as well.

The budget is also expected to build
upon the work outlined in the earlier
year with a focus on multimodal

connectivity and improving physical
infrastructure. So, allocation for the
national highway network, towards
rail infrastructure in an expansion of
tracks as well as container capacity,
development of cargo terminals and
warchousing capacity to further
strengthen the groundwork for an
integrated logistics system can never
be ruled out.

Expected to continue to build on the
UDAN scheme, the government is
likely to introduce new airports for
enhanced regional connectivity and
increased capacity at existing airports.
This has already been implemented

and the results are there to see for all.
We are certain that the government's
strategic moves will continue to
develop the logistics sector and
improve India's supply chain
competitiveness.

The industry is quite positive about the
sector's long-term growth in the
coming years and if the government
addresses the mentioned challenges
and keeps supporting the sector in the
form of various schemes such as PM
Gati Shakti, Self-Reliant India, Make-
in-India and Udaan ameng others, the
industry will keep on growing and
businessmen can expect high.
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The more you look for defects in other, the more
you will become affected. Weaknesses are contagious.
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Economic
Survey 2023 and
Budget Expectation

nion Minister Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will be
presenting the interim
budget for FY 2024-25
in Parliament on February 1. Before the
budget, the Ministry of Finance
presents the Economic survey followed
by a press conference held by the Chief
Economic Advisor along with other
senior officials of the finance minister.
The Economic Survey of 2023 revealed
that the GDP forecast for FY24 will be
in the range of 6-6.8 %, depending on
the trajectory of economic and political
developments globally.
For those who are not aware of the
Economic Survey, let me tell them that
the Economic Survey is a yearly report
prepared by the Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA) under the
supervision of the government's chief
economic advisor (CEA) V Anantha
Nageswaram. It includes the state of
India's economy in the financial year
gone by,
The Economic Survey consists of two
parts: Part A and Part B. The first part
usually consists of the major economic
developments in the year and a broad
review of the economy. Meanwhile, the
second part covers specific issues like
social security, poverty, education,
healthcare, human development. and
climate.
Insights like India's GDP growth
outlook, inflation rate and projection,
forex reserves, and trade deficits are
also included in the survey.
Highlights of Economic Survey 2023:

* The report said, India to remain the
fastest-growing major economy in the
world. Recovering from pandemic-
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induced contraction, Russian-Ukraine
conflict and inflation, the Indian
economy is staging a broad-based
recovery across sectors, positioning to
ascend to the pre-pandemic growth path
inFy23.

* India's GDP growth is expected to
remain robust in FY 23 at 7 per cent (in
real terms). This follows an 8.7 per cent
growth in the previous financial year,
the survey said.

» GDP forecast for FY24 to be in the
range of 6-6.8 %, depending on the
trajectory of economic and political
developments globally, according to
the survey.

« Economic Survey 2022-23 projected
a baseline GDP growth of 11 per centin
nominal terms and 6.5 per cent in real
termsin FY 24,

* India's recovery from the pandemic
was relatively quick, and growth in the
upcoming year will be supported by
solid domestic demand and a pick-up in
capital investment, according to the
previous economic survey.

Coming to the Union Budget 2024-25,
the budget should address wvarious
Indirect and Direct Tax issues that have
been bothering the freight owners.
Following are a few:

Indirect Taxes:

» Applicability of Compulsory
registration in case of persons who are
required to pay tax under reverse
charge.

» Exemption on services such as
loading/unloading obtained by GTA.

» Credit is indirectly restricted to GTA
if it opts for paving GST @ 12% under
FCM.

* (GST on Petroleum Products.

Abhishek Gupta

General Secretary, AITWA

+ Applicability of GST on Third Party
Insurance Premium.

Direct Taxes:

» Non-applicability of TDS u/s 194C
where payee holds valid PAN or GSTIN
or Need of portal where one can verify
the declaration provided u/s 194C(6)

* The lower limit of Expenditure in
cash - Disallowance Under Section
40A(3)

+ 26A8 should be updated immediately
and it should also provide bill-wise
TDS deduction

* Priority should be given to 206C(1H)
over 194(Q) as in that case no such
declarations and data need to be
maintained if the seller's turnover of last
year is more than Rs 10 crores, it will
charge TCS u/s 206C( 1H)

+ LDC Application w/s 197 should be
based on PAN number instead of TAN
We also remain optimistic about the
cconomy this year and expect India to
grow between 6.5 per cent and 6.8 per
cent during FY2023-24 in our baseline
scenario, followed by an average of
6.65 per cent and 7.95 per cent over the
next two years as the global economy
turns buoyant. India will have torely on
its domestic demand to drive its growth,
specifically, private consumption and
investment spending. However,
inflation could affect stability in
growth. We expect higher prices over
the next 1.5 years: prices are expected
to remain in the upper range of the
RBI's inflation target band over the
forecast period.
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Budget Expectations
of Transporter

ueled by demand,
manufacturing activities,
and investments, the
horizon of the country's
logistics industry looks
"promising" for 2024, though the Red
Sea might cast a shadow of global
supply disruptions and push up freight
costs.
Not just the market tailwinds, it is
expected that the government's key
initiatives spanning from PM Gati
Shakti to the maritime policy to the
Sagarmala project will also set the tone
for the logistics landscape next year.

Meanwhile, we at, the All India
Transporters' Welfare Association
{AITWA) are some of the 1ssues that
the freight industry faces day in and
day out, which need to be addressed
and given attention in the upcoming
Union Budget 2024-25.

Indirect Taxes

1. Issue: Applicability of
Compulsory registration in case of
persons whao are required to pay tax
under reverse charge.

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act™): Section 24 read
with N.No. 13/2017 Central tax (rate)
dated 28.06.2017 issued under section
9(3) provides for compulsory
registration in case of payment of
Director Sitting Fees and Payment of
Advocate Fees.

Further, N. No. 05/2017- Central Tax
dated 19.06.2017, exempts the persons
who are only engaged in making
supplies of taxable services, the total
tax on which is liable to be paid on a
reverse charge basis by the recipient of
services under section 9(3) from
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obtaining registration under the
aforesaid Act.

Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: As per the nature of the
industry, expenses like legal fees are
very common in the transport industry
incurred by body corporations
whereas per section 24 they have to get
compulsorily registered under GST.
While vide N.No. 05/2017 CT dated.
19.06.2017 issued w?23(2) they are
exempted from taking registration.
Now there is a dilemma in the industry
whether they have to get themselves
registered to pay such legal fees etc.
OR if they will get themselves
registered then such registration is
only for discharging liability of GST
on such legal fees OR all provisions of
the Act will be applicable on him as
applicable for a registered person.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: A suitable
clarification/notification shall be
issued where the persons exempted

12

from taking registration u/s 23(2) vide
N.No. 05/2017-CT dated. 19.06.17 are
not required to obtain compulsory
registration in the cases specified w/s 24.
Or

In case registration is required for
cases mentioned u/s 24 i.e. Section 24
is overriding Section 23(2), then a
separate mechanism be provided for
payment of taxes on advocate fees and
director sitting fees by obtaining a
separate registration so that other
compliances of GST Act do not apply
to such persons.

2. Issue: Exemption on services such
as loading/unloading obtained by
GTA.

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act™): As perentry No.
22 of N.No. 12/2017 CT(rate) dated.
28.06.2017, " Services by way of
giving on Hire-

(b) to a GTA, a means of
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Transportation of goods.

has been exempted from the levy of
GST.

Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: GTA obtains various kinds of
services such as hiring trucks, and
loading and unloading services.
Services provided by various service
providers to GTA shall be taxable
unless exempted by way of Exemption
Notification. There is no blanket
exemption for services concerning the
transportation of goods provided by
GTA. Only specific services such as
"services by way of giving on hire toa
GTA. a means of transport" are

G TA obtains various
kinds of services such
as hiring trucks, and
loading and unloading
services. Services

provided by various
service providers to
GTA shall be taxable
unless exempted by
way of Exemption
Notification

exempted and Services such as
loading/unloading are not exempted.
Since no ITC is available to a person
who is engaged in providing GTA
services on which tax @35% has to be
paid by the recipient of service under
Section 9(3), taxability of various
services such as loading, unloading,
supply of manpower which are
directly related to hiring of vehicles for
transportation of goods is creating an
extra burden of cost.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: Suitable notification be
issued where all the services provided
by any person to GTA (opting for 5%

contd...

under RCM) concerning the
transportation of goods shall be
exempted.

3. Issue: Credit is indirectly
restricted to GTA if it opts for
paying GST @ 12% under FCM,
Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act™): Full ITC is
allowed in case GTA opts for paying
GST @ 12% under FCM. However, as
per section 17(2) of the CGST Act,
where goods or services are used
partly for effecting taxable supplies
and partly for effecting exempt
supplies, credit shall be restricted.

As per entry No. 22 of N.No. 12/2017
CT(rate) dated. 28.06.2017, " Services
by way of giving on Hire-

() mimmmme i s

(b) to a GTA, a
Transportation of goods.

means of

has been exempted from the levy of
GST.

Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: As state-wise registration is
required under GST, branches falling
under different states are considered
distinct persons. Thus, on return load
from another branch of a different
state, services are treated as "Leasing
of vehicles (trucks) to GTA" which is
exempt under GST vide entry No. 22
of N.No. 12/2017 CT (rate) dated.
28.06.2017.

So, proportionate ITC is being
available to a GTA service provider in
a state where he purchased trucks and
their spare parts which is not the
motive of the Government while the
intention of notification No. 20/2017
Central Tax (Rate) dated 22.08.2017 is
to provide full ITC.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: Suitable notification should
be brought out so that the Hiring of
vehicles between distinet persons for
providing GTA services should be
valued at NIL value.

| 5]

Or

Services of leasing vehicles between
distinet persons of a GTA who charge
GST at the rate of 12% should be made
taxable.

Or

Suitable notification should be given
so that hiring of vehicle to a GTA for
providing GTA services would not
be exempted or it would be taxable
only when it is given to GTA opting
12% FCM model for free flow of
ITC in the Industry.

Justification: Only if such a provision
is brought up, every registered GTA
will be able to avail full credit as
provided via notification No. 20/2017
Central Tax (Rate) dated 22.08.2017.
Otherwise, if proportionate reversal is
required this option of 12% seems
inconsiderate.

4. Issue: GST on Petroleum

Products

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act™): Section 9 of
CGST Act, 2017 provides that the
central tax on the supply of petroleum
crude, high-speed diesel, motor spirit
(commonly known as petrol), natural
gas and aviation turbine fuel shall be
levied with effect from such date as
may be notified by the Government on
the recommendations of the Council.
Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: Petroleum crude, high-speed
diesel. motor spirit, natural gas etc.
constitute a major expense for every
business but these items are not vyet
covered under GST. Therefore, they
have been sold at such a higher cost
because of the non-availability of
credit on such products.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: It is suggested that a suitable
notification be provided as early as
possible to levy GST on petroleum
products. As it will bring an important
chain into the economic activity as
well as into the GST fold.
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5. Issue: Applicability of GST on
Third party Insurance Premium.

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act™): N.No-12/2017-
Central Tax(Rate) dated 28.06.2017
vide entry No. 35 provides for
exemption in case of services which
includes services of general insurance
Business provided in case of Crop
Insurance, agriculture insurance and
other insurances for the welfare of the
public. But No such exemption is
provided on premiums paid on third-
party insurance of Vehicles.
Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: In the case of payment of Third-
party insurance, the transportation
industry is performing its duty towards
society, which eventually is used to
pay for compensation of road accident
victims. There is no iota of doubt that
the industry is burdened with the third-
party premium for their vehicles and
further increasing it witha levy of GST
is not justified.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: It is suggested that a suitable
amendment i1s brought into entry No.
35 of N.No. 12/2017-CT (Rate) dated.
28.06.17 to insert therein "Third party
insurance of wvehicles" by
transportation industry as like
agriculture crop insurance premium.
Direct Taxes

1. Issue: Non-applicability of TDS
u/s 194C where payee holds valid
PAN or GSTIN or Need of portal
where one can verify the declaration
provided u/s 194C(6)

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act™): Subsection 6 of
section 194C of the Income Tax Act,
1961 provides that No TDS is required
to be deducted in respect of
transporters who own ten or fewer
goods carriages at any time during the
year and furnishes declaration to this
effectand provides his PAN.

Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
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faced: There are many grey areas in
the existing scheme.

I. Ownership has not been defined
anywhere in the section 194C. If the
declaration given by the person is
wrong then who will going to be
responsible for its legal
conseqguences?

2. It is not possible to go and do
physical verification of all the
particulars of the declaration given by
the transporters or contractors.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: Non-deduction of TDS
should be extended to all the

Non-deduction of TDS
should be extended to
all the transporters
who provide their PAN
or if registered under
GST irrespective of
ownership or ten or
fewer goods carriage
or either Government
should provide some
portal where one can
verify the details of
transporters owning
10 or less than
10 vehicles

transporters who provide their PAN or
if registered under GST irrespective of
ownership or ten or fewer goods
carriage or either Government should
provide some portal where one can
verify the details of transporters
owning 10 orless than 10 vehicles

2. Issue: Lower limit of Expenditure
in cash -  Disallowance Under
Section 40A (3)

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (*the Act™): Section 40A(3)

of Income Tax Act, 1961 provides fora
limit on cash payment to a single payee
in a single day which should not
exceed the sealing of rupees 35,000 in
case of leasing, hiring and plying of
motor vehicles.

Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: 1. The existing limit fixed
under section 40A (3) for not allowing
expenses in cash over and above Rs.
35.000/- is grossly inadequate and is
causing hardship to transporters who
are always on the move.

2. The existing limit of Rs: 35,000 has
not been revised in the last 10 years for
the transporters, while the CII Index
has become approximately doubled in
the last 10 years. So, there is a need for
revision of the same.

3. The existing provisions require that
cash payment to a single payee in a
single day should not exceed the
sealing of rupees 35,000/, This
provision is not practicable as it is not
possible to know if any payments have
been made to the same person at any
outstation branch or branch of the
company.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: 1. A Limit of Rs. 35000 per
day shall be increased to at least Rs.
100,000 per day.

2. Provision should be made to allow
payment based on each challan treated
as a separate contract and not on the
aggregate of payments made to one
person in a single day anywhere in
India.

3. Issue: 26AS should be updated
immediately and it should also
provide bill-wise TDS deduction

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (*the Act™): Currently, 26AS
is not getting updated immediately.
Normally it takes time of 15 to 30 days
after filing of TDS Returns to get
updated.

Bill-wise details of TDS deductions
are notavailable in 26AS
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Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: 1. TDS reconciliation between
books and 26AS becomes difficult as
26AS gets updated once a quarter.

2. Bill-wise matching of TDS rate and
amount is not possible as Bill-wise
details are not coming in 26AS.

3. Proper Implementation of Lower
deduction TDS certificate becomes

difficult because of late updating of

26AS.

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: 1. 26AS should be updated
immediately.

2. Bill-wise details should be provided
in26AS.

3. PAN should also be provided with a
TAN number in 26AS.

4. Issue:
206C(1H)
Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act™): As per Section
1940, the Buyer (If T/o exceeds Rs 10
Crore in the last F.Y) should deduct
TDS of the seller, if it was purchasing
goods of more than Rs 50 Lakh from
the seller in a financial year (@ 0.1%.
As per Section 206C(1H), the Seller
(If T/o exceeds Rs 10 crore in the last
F.Y.} should charge TCS from the
buyer, if it was selling goods of more
than Rs 50 Lakh from the buyer in a
financial year (@ 0.1% Finance Act
2021, has given priority to Section
194Q over 206C(1H)

Difficulties / Obstacles / Hurdles
faced: As per the current provisions,
buyvers and sellers are facing
difficulties in the practical
applicability of the provisions. Sellers
are required to check whether to
charge TCS w/s 206C(1H) while
billing the buyer or not. If the buyer's
turnover is more than Rs 10 crore in
the last FY. then it will deduct the
seller's TDS and the seller should not
charge TCS under that case. Sellers are
taking separate declarations from
buyers over it for confirmation of their

Section 194Q and

As per the current
provisions, buyers
and sellers are facing
difficulties in the
practical applicability
of the provisions.
Sellers are required
to check whether to
charge TCS u/s 206C
(1H) while billing
the buyer or not. If
the buyer's turnover is
more than Rs 10 crore
in the last Y. then it
will deduct the seller's
TDS and the seller
should not charge
TCS under that case

turnover in the last year.

Softwares needs to be updated every
year for it and complete data need to be
maintained of buyer's turnover of last
EY. based on which Softwares will
charge TCS u/s 206C(1H) on
invoicing.

Suggestions and Justification

thereof: To avoid this difficulty,
Priority should be given to 206C(1H)
over 194Q as in that case no such
declarations and data need to be
maintained as if the seller's turnover of
last year is more than Rs 10 crores, it
will charge TCS u/s 206C(1H)

5. Issue: LDC Application u/s 197
should be based on PAN number
instead of TAN

Existing provision under the Income
Tax Act (“the Act”): Currently,
Lower deduction TDS certificates are
taken on the TAN of a particular
customer. Ifthe customer changes its
TAN for TDS deduction, then the
purpose of lower deduction
certificates will not be met.
Difficulties / Obstacles [/ Hurdles
faced: 1. Many customers have
different TANs for different locations
and customers change the TANs
frequently for TDS deduction, so LDC
certificates become worthless if the
customer was not using relevant TAN
on which had taken LDC
Certificate

we

Suggestions and Justification
thereof: LDC application should be
based on PAN number as there will be
a single PAN for a single entity. So, if
we take LDC on a single PAN then it
will be effective for each TAN of that
particular customer.
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Safe Winter Driving

7 Tips For

SAFE WINTER DRIVING

for Truckers

TAI(EI'I'SI.DH'-\’.k

When the weather is bad. even the speed limit
can be too fast. Go as slow az you have to in
order to be safe and keep control of the truck

SPLIT FROM
THE PACK

Troffic often trovels in “packs”, and the lost
GIVE YOURSELF place you want to be is in the middle of one.
Space yourself aut from the larger clumps of
SOME SPACE ‘wehicles to reduce the risk of accidents.

Make sure to ghve as much space betweaen
yoursaif and other vehicles as possible. If
visibility is low and you con see the tail lights of
the car in front of vou, you're too close.

4 PLAN FORTHE
WEATHER

Keep an aye on the weather reports. so that FILL voun

You Enow when difficult conditions are caming

and can prepare in advance ' #a FUEL TA"K

The extra weight will
keep your tires on the
grournd and prevent

STOCK UPON EXTRA Hipping
EQUIPMENT

warm clothings, washer fluid. and anti-gel.

USE GOOD JUDGEMENT

, If conditions Seem too dangerous for you to

make the trip at all. eall it off A missed deadline
is better thon an accident
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MATA e

Our new visual
identity.
Symbolising our

lasting commitment.

With over two decades of moving goods across India, Maa Annapurna Transport Agency
has been commonly referred as MATA by all our stakeholders including clients, vendars & well-wishers.
Our identity is now a reflection of MATA.

The new identity is driven by the belief that 'Nothing is too far’. Committed to partner organisations in
achieving their aspirations, take up every challenge, crossing every terrain and enabling them to reach the
distance, MATA is gearing up to welcome a brighter, more audacious future.

)
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2 Decades 350 400 owned 2000 people
branches vehicles

= [E[=] [T
3 % B b
| S——

1.5+ million sq ft 25+ hubs 400+ loadings 20000+ packages
of warehousing per day pan delivered daily
Space across India

India

Maa Annapurna Transport Agency Put limited , Hi-Tech Chambers, Sth Floor B4/1B,
Topsia Road (South), Kolkata - 700 046, India. P : +91 7890744444, 7890844444, TBI0D44444,
F: {033) 22851286. E: corporate@matagroup.in www.matagroup.in
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Tata Motors Pioneers Green

Revolution in Commercial
Vehicles at EXCON 2023

ata Motors, India's largest
commercial vehicle
manufacturer, has
commercially launched its
LNG-powered Tata Prima range of
trucks and tippers, reported 91 Trucks.
This includes the Tata Prima 5528.5
LNG and India's first LNG-powered
tipper, the Tata Prima 3528.K LNG, at
EXCON 2023 in Bengaluru.
The company's new line of
commercial vehicles are designed to
be more fuel-efficient. The new
vehicles also fully electric and
powered by renewable energy sources.
These eco-friendly vehicles are set to
revolutionize the way goods are
transported. They will help reduce
emissions and making the haulage
industry more sustainable. In this post,
we'll explore Tata Motors' green
revolution in commercial vehicles and
how it's set to transform the industry.
Tata Motors also showcased the Tata
Prima E.28K, a concept electric tipper,
aligning with the company's
commitment to zero-emission
technology solutions, reaffirming the
company's goal to achieving net zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2045,
The company also unveiled a line-up
of high-performance trucks. This
includes the Tata Prima 2830.TK VX
and Tata Signa 3530.TK VX, tailored
for diverse construction applications.
These wvehicles are equipped with
advanced features like cruise control,
automatic traction control and
pneumatically suspended driver seat.
All these features aimed at elevating
performance, comfort and safety
standards for operators.
Rajesh Kaul, Vice President and
Business Head — Trucks, Tata Motors,
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said, “The launch of LNG-powered
range of trucks and tippers echoes our
determination to lead in innovation,
aligning with the evolving needs of
fleet owners who are ready to embark
on asustainable journey. We have also
displayed our electric tipper concept,
the Prima E.28K. Along with
introducing the electric tipper, we will
develop a holistic ecosystem to aid
electric mobility in the construction
segment.”

Tata Motors offers the widest
commercial vehicle portfolio and has
gone beyond mere BS6 Phase 2
compliance. Beyond buying the best-

Beyond buying the
best-in-class Tata
vehicles, fleet owners
enjoy better fuel
efficiency, lower
operating costs, high
vehicle uptime, real-
time vehicle tracking
and analytics for
running their fleet
efficiently, the
company noted in a
press release

in-class Tata vehicles, fleet owners
enjoy better fuel efficiency, lower
operating costs, high vehicle uptime,
real-time vehicle tracking and
analytics for running their fleet
efficiently, the company noted in a
pressrelease.

The company announced that it will
increase the prices of its commercial
vehicles from 1 January, 2024, by up to

3%. This is done to offset the residual
impact of the past input costs. This will
be applicable across the entire range of
commercial vehicles,

Benefits of using green commercial
vehicles

The adoption of green commercial
vehicles is becoming increasingly
important in today's world. As
businesses are becoming more
conscious of their environmental
impact, the use of green vehicles is
seen as a significant step towards
sustainability and reducing carbon
emissions.

One of the major benefits of using
green commercial wvehicles is the
positive impact on the environment.
Traditional commercial vehicles, such
as trucks and vans, are known to be
major contributors to air pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions. By
transitioning to green vehicles,
businesses can significantly reduce
their carbon footprint and help combat
climate change. These vehicles are
designed to emit lower or zero levels
of harmful pollutants, making them
much cleaner and greener alternatives.
In addition to the environmental
benefits, using green commercial
vehicles also brings advantages to
businesses themselves. Firstly, these
vehicles often come with lower
operating costs. Green vehicles
typically have improved fuel
efficiency, leading to reduced fuel
consumption and lower fuel expenses.
Additionally, some governments
provide incentives and tax breaks for
businesses that adopt eco-friendly
practices, including the use of green
vehicles. This can result in significant
savings for businesses in the long run.
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Passion, Delivered

DHTC LOGISTICS LIMITED

India’s Leading Transport and Logistics Company

» Specialist In North East
» Full truck load services all over India

» Specialised in Part load for North
East states

> Freight Management

» Integrated Logistics Management

_?_ 428, DLF Prime Towers Okhla Phase 1 New Delhi - 110020

T 011-41626791-92/ 9711811242

info@dhtcmail com
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Mercedes-Benz R & D
India and IISc Join

for Innovation in
Sustainable Mobility

urthering its
commitment to
innovation and
sustainable mobility,
Mercedes-Benz
Research and Development India
(MBRDI) has signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MolU) with the
Indian Institute of Science (11Sc) for
advanced research collaboration,
This industry-academia partnership is
a significant step towards achieving
Mercedes-Benz's Ambition 2039,
which aims to make the entire fleet of
new vehicles net carbon-neutral along
the entire value chain and over the
vehicles' entire life cycle by 2039, the
company said.
With the wvision of 'solving global
problems locally', this agreement aims
to facilitate joint research, nurture

talent, and promote collaborative
innovation in sustainable maobility.
The partnership will focus on driving

The partnership will
focus on driving
engineering
transformation and
pursuing long-term
research-oriented
projects. Both
organisations will
leverage each other's
existing capabilities,
including infrastructure
and academic programs

engineering transformation and
pursuing long-term research-oriented
projects. Both oreanisations will
leverage each other's existing
capabilities, including infrastructure
and academic programs.

Manu Saale, Managing Director and
CEO, Mercedes-Benz Research and
Development India, said. “Leading
industry players, premier academic
institutions, and India's world-class
talent are poised to lead the EV
revolution today. Collaborations that
help bridge the gap between industry
and academia can enable the scientific
research community to offer cutting-
edge innovation that meets the
evolving demands of the industry and
customers. We are excited at the
possibilities of working closely with
Indian Institute of Seience and look
forward to bringing the best of Indian
engineering research to the global
stage.”

Prof. Govindan Rangarajan, Director,
Indian Institute of Science, said, “We
look forward to collaborating with
Mercedes-Benz Research and
Development India in the area of
sustainable mobility and electric
vehicles. Research and innovation in
this area not only promote energy
independence but also create
economic opportunities. The
partnership reinforces our
commitment to strengthen industry-
academia engagements that can make
a significant impact in the coming
years.”

Foundation for Science Innovation
and Development (FSID) will manage
I1Sc's interactions with industry and
facilitate access to 1ISc's knowledge
base and resources. The scope of the
two-year agreement also includes an
exchange of information, teaching
materials, technological and scientific
publications, secking joint funding
opportunities to publish papers,
generate and protect intellectual
property and sponsoring research,

X

“Price is what you pay. Value is what you get.” — Warren Buffett
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Truck and Bus Exports Hit a
Speed Bump as Neighbourhood
Economies Slump

he commercial vehicle
export market has tanked
thanks to the economic
slump in India's
neighbourhood. According to industry
experts, Bangladesh is facing a forex
crisis thanks to a sharp drop in its
garment exports. Nepal and Sri Lanka
are also facing an economic downturn.
As a result, commercial vehicle
exports have dropped from 6,000-
7.000 units a month to just under 2,000
units a month. Things are unlikely to
improve in a hurry given the
slowdown in Europe which is an
important export market for
Bangladesh.
Volve Eicher Commercial Vehicles
MD & CEO Vinod Aggarwal said,
“Export of commercial vehicles are
down sharply and it is primarily a
South Asia problem. Bangladesh and
Nepal markets are down by 75% from
earlier peak levels. Sri Lanka is down
to almost nothing too. Both
Bangladesh and Nepal don't have
enough forex so imports have been hit.
Bangladesh in particular is dependent
on garment exports which have been
hit,” reported ET Auto. The Middle
East is doing slightly better but in
Africa too the health of economies is
varied with some markets doing
alright and others down, he explained.
According to Pushan Sharma, director
— research, CRISIL Market
Intelligence and Analytics, during
April-August fiscal year 2024,
commercial vehicle exports declined
by 25% on-year. “The exports of light
commercial vehicles (LCV), that
constitute approx 70-75% of the total
CV exports, declined 23% on-year
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while medium and heavy commercial
vehicles (MHCV) exports declined by
29% on-year,” he added.

Currently Bangladesh and Nepal
constitute 14% and 7% of India's CV
exports respectively, said Sharma. But
the good news Indian OEMs have been
looking beyond the neighbourhood
towards the Middle East and Africa.
Over the last three years Saudi Arabia
has “emerged as the top export
destination from India due to
infrastructural investments as the
country is undertaking economic
diversification”, added Sharma.

Saudi Arabia comprises 22% of India's
CV exports. South Africa, the second
largest market comprises 19% export
share. “The South African customer
preference of driving pickups with
both personal and commercial
application helped the Indian OEMs
improve penetration in the market,” he
added. The share of Bangladesh in
exports declined from around 28% in
FY21 to 14% in FY23 while recording

a 45% drop in HIFY24 also because
the Bangladesh government rolled out
plans to “strengthen domestic
manufacturing of automobiles
weaning away demand for Indian
commercial vehicles,” he added. Sri
Lanka has a minuscule share of 0.2%
in CV exports from India while
Indonesia has 4% share.
Unsurprisingly CV makers are
focussing on non-neighbourhood
markets as well as on ensuring dealer
health to ride out the export pinch.
While Ashok Leyland is intensifying
expansion strategy in the Middle East,
Africa and Asia, Tata Motors is
working on marketshare and channel
health.

“In international markets we have
been maintaining our market shares in
all the key markets and maintaining
channel health as the total industry
volumes in most of these markets are
below even the last year,” Girish
Wagh, executive director, Tata Motors
said in a Q2 earnings call.

X




['ooking back is the
best way to look forward.

On our fiftieth birthday, our timeline is filled with: the relationships we've
formed, the trust we've honoured, the fairness we've played by, the lives
we've touched, the lessons we've learned and the values we've passed on.
Today, we pause and yet we keep moving on. At each step, we continue to be
guided by the hands of yesterday.
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Toyota Launches
IMYV 0 Pickup
Truck in Thailand

oyota Motor Corporation
(Toyota) and Toyota
Motor Thailand Co. , Ltd.
(TMT), Toyota's vehicle
sales and production company in
Thailand, held a launch event in
Bangkok for the new IMV series
model IMV 0 —which was introduced
at the JAPAN MOBILITY SHOW
2023. Orders for the model are now
beingaccepted.
The IMV series was developed under
the leadership of Akio Toyoda, then
Chief’ Executive Officer of the Asia
Region and current Chairman of the
Board. The IMV series was developed
with local engineers in the spirit of
genchi-genbutsu, in hopes of
contributing to the Asian economy
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together with the people of Asia.

Since the launch of the new pickup
truck in Thailand in 2004, it has been
introduced in more than 180 countries
and regions around the world and has
evolved to meet the needs of the era
and the local community. In Thailand,
the IMV series is regarded as a local
favorite, integral to daily life. IMV has
contributed to the Thai economy, with
domestic sales totalling more than 2.7
million units and exports totalling
more than 4 million units.

As the automotive industry continues
to evolve and customer needs
diversify, the lifestyles of Thai
customers also continues to change.
For the IMV series, Toyota decided to
return to its origins to create an IMV
pickup truck that is truly affordable

and meets the needs of customers.
Local engineers led the development
of the IMV 0 after thoroughly
researching customer lifestyles,

Hilux Champ is mobility that helps
make your vision come true and your
life more colorful, from business to
private life, through customizability.
At the launch in Thailand, 11
customized models were introduced.
TMT offers eight grades with an
emphasis on covering a variety of
business styles and uses. There are
short and long-wheelbase versions,

Hilux Champ is
mobility that helps
make your vision come
true and your life more
colorful, from
business to private life,
through customizability.
At the launch in
Thailand, 11 customized
models were
introduced

three engine types—2.0L gasoline
engine, 2.7L gasoline engine, and 2.4L
diesel engine—and an unequipped
type with a flat deck is also available,
Prices range from 459,000 to 577,000
baht.
The deck has bolt holes at various
locations so that custom accessories
can be easily attached using bolts and
nuts. In addition, for those customers
who request customization, TMT can
provide information on more than 100
accessory manufacturers so that each
customer can enjoy personalized
customization. TMT will produce the
model at the Samrong Plant.
Toyota and TMT continue to make
efforts to develop the automobile
industry in Thailand and to achieve a
better mobility society where all
people can move freely, the company
said in a media release.

X
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Industry

Tata Motors to Increase Price
of its Commercial Vehicles
from January 2024

ata Motors, one of the
most trusted and popular
automobile
manufacturers in India,
has announced a price
hike on its range of commercial
vehicles, effective | January 2024,
reported 91 Trucks. The CV maker has
decided to increase the price of its
commercial wvehicles effective |1
January 2024, by up to 3%. So, if
you're a car owner or planning to buy a
car in the near future, you won't want
to miss this post!
The price increase is to offset the
residual impact of the past input costs,
and will be applicable across the entire
range of commercial vehicles.
In FY2023, Tata Motors clocked
wholesales of 413,539 units,
comprising both domestic and export
market sales, which was a 16% yearon
year increase (FY2022: 35,6972
units). India market sales at 3,93,317
units were up 22% year on year.
With Tata Motors announcing a price
hike in 2024, it is only natural to
wonder about the expected reaction
from competitors and the overall
market. Price changes in the
automotive industry can have
significant ripple effects, shaping the
landscape for both consumers and
manufacturers alike.
Competitors in the market are likely to
closely monitor Tata Motors' pricing
strategy. If Tata Motors increases
prices across its vehicle lineup, other
automakers may consider following
suit to maintain competitiveness. This
could trigger a domino effect. leading

to an industry-wide price adjustment.
Alternatively, competitors may
choose to adopt a different approach,
such as offering discounts or
incentives to attract customers who
might be deterred by the price hike.

From a market perspective, the
reaction will depend on various
factors, including consumer demand,

If customers perceive
the price increase as
justified, backed by

enhanced features,
improved quality, or
technological
advancements, it may
not have a significant
negative impact on
Tata Motors' market
share

economic conditions, and the
perceived value of Tata Motors'
vehicles. If customers perceive the
price increase as justified, backed by
enhanced features, improved quality,
or technological advancements, it may
not have a significant negative impact
on Tata Motors' market share.
However, if the price hike is seen as
disproportionate or not aligned with
customer expectations, it could
potentially result in a shift towards
competing brands.

The anticipated price hike by Tata
Motors in 2024 is expected to have

significant implications for the
company's sales and market share. As
one of the leading automobile
manufacturers in India, any change in
pricing strategy by Tata Motors is
closely observed by industry experts,
analysts, and customers alike.

A price hike can affect the purchasing
decisions of customers, especially ina
price-sensitive market like India.
While Tata Motors has built a strong
reputation for offering value-for-
money vehicles, an increase in prices
might lead to a shift in consumer
preferences towards more affordable
alternatives.

One of the immediate implications of a
price hike could be a potential decline
in sales volume. Customers who were
considering purchasing Tata Motors'
vehicles might delay their buying
decisions or explore other options due
to the increased prices. This could
impact the company's overall sales
figures and market share.

We hope you found our article on Tata
Motors' price hike informative and
insightful. As one of the leading
automobile manufacturers, Tata
Motors' decision to increase prices isa
significant development that will have
an impact on the market. By
discussing the potential factors behind
the price hike and providing an
analysis of what to expect in 2024, we
aimed to equip our readers with
valuable knowledge to navigate this
upcoming change. Stay tuned for more
updates on Tata Motors and the
automotive industry.

X

“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.” — William James
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Nofification

Notification Issued Mandating Installation
of Air-conditioning System in Cabins of Motor
Vehicles Belonging to Categories N2 and N3,
Manufactured from 1st October 2025

inistry of Road
Transport and
Highways (MoRTH)
has issued a notification
dated 8th December 2023 mandating
the installation of air-conditioning
system in the cabins of motor vehicles
belonging to categories N2 and N3,
manufactured from Ist October 2025.

The performance testing of the cabin
fitted with air-conditioning system
shall be as per IS 14618: 2022, as
amended from time to time.

As per the Notification any vehicle of
N2 and N3 category, manufactured in
the form of drive-away chassis, on or
after the 1st October, 2025, the chassis
manufacturer shall supply a type

approved kit of air conditioning
system as per IS 14618:2022 two
facilitate the body builder in installing
the kit.

MoRTH had issued draft notification
on 10th July 2023 seeking comments
from the stakeholders.

Here're the glimpses of the Gazette
notification:

MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 8th December, 2023
G.S.R. 886(E).—WHEREAS the draft of certain rules further to amend the Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, was
published, as required by sub-section (1) of section 212 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (59 of 1988), vide notification of
the Government of India in the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways number G.S.R. 492(E), dated the 10th July, 2023,
in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part-11, Section 3, Sub-section (i), inviting objections and suggestions from all
persons likely to be affected thereby before the expiry of the period of thirty days from the date on which copies of the
Gazette containing the said notification were made available to public;

AND WHEREAS copies of the Gazette containing the said notification were made available to the public on the 10th July,
2023;

AND WHEREAS no objections and suggestions were received from the public in respect of the said draft rules;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section( 1) of section 110 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
(59 of 1988). the Central Government hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
1989, namely:-

1. (1) These rules may be called the Central Motor Vehicles ( Tenth Amendment) Rules, 2023.

(2) They shall come into force on the expiry of eighteen months from the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Inthe Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989, inrule 125C, insub-rule (4), after the second proviso, the following provisos
shall be inserted, namely:-

“Provided also that the vehicles manufactured on or after the 1st October, 2025 shall be fitted with an airconditioning
system for the cabin of vehicles of N2 and N3 category and the testing of the cabin fitted with airconditioning system shall
beas per 1S14618:2022. as amended from time to time:

Provided also that any vehicle of N2 and N3 category, manufactured in the form of drive-away chassis, on or after the 1st
October, 2025, the chassis manufacturer shall supply a type approved kit of air conditioning system as per IS 14618:2022 to
facilitate the body builder in installing the kit.".

[F.No. RT-11028/02/2016-MVL]

MAHMOODAHMED, Addl. Secy.

Note.- The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section 3, sub-section(i) vide

notification number G.S.R. 590(E), dated the 2nd June, 1989 and lastly amended vide G.8.R. 823(E), dated the 6th
November, 2023,

o
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Rules Of Driving

Golden Rules of Driving

India has the dubious distinction of being the accident capital of the world. With an aceident
happening every six minutes & a fatality every ten minutes, it is important for us to follow the
Golden Rules of Driving and make our roads safer again!

Speed Guidelines

Follow Road Speed Guidelines diligently; a journey that
stretches on for a few minutes longer is infinitely desirable
than losing a life.

Blind Overtaking

Blind overtaking is to be avoided, for it not only endangers
one’s own life, but also the lives of co-passengers and the
travellers in the oncoming vehicle (s).

Vehicle Maintenance

Lax Vehicle Maintenance is often the cause of accidents.
Steering & suspension components are some of the
oft-neglected, yet highly vital aspects that must be checked.

Air Pressure

Incorrect air-pressure levels can seriously destabilize a
vehicle. They lead to blow-outs in extreme cases. Weekly lire
pressure checks and/or before a long trip help go a long way.

Adequate Sleep

Ensure adequate sleep before getting behind the wheel.
Drivers sleeping off when in motion are one of the key
reasons for high accident rates.

Alcohol

Alcoholic intake or consumption of intoxicants is best
avoided when driving.

Seatbelts

The simple act of wearing a seatbells before starting out is
an important life-saving habit.

X
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Highways For Us

Framing of Guidelines on
Integration of Safety Technology
into the Regulatory Frameworks

of the Highway Projects to Reduce

Accidents and to Improve

Emergency Response

he recent accident /
collapse in Silkyara Tunnel
on NH-134 under
Chardham National
Highway Improvement Programme
took place during construction. The
project is under implementation by
National Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation Limited
(NHIDCL) on Engineering,
Procurement and Construction (EPC)
mode.
The contract conditions provide for all
safety norms & regulations in line with
the National/ International safety
standards. Construction works
including the safety aspects are
supervised by Authority Engineer.
Field officials and senior officers of
NHIDCL also regularly inspect and
monitor the work including its various
safety aspects. Thus, safety measures
are part and parcel of highway projects
including tunnel projects during
different stages of design, construction
and Operation & Maintenance
(O&M).
Road Safety audits at different stages
viz. design stage, construction stage,
pre-opening stage and operation stage
are also carried out in National

Highway projects including tunnel
projects to ensure the safety of road
users.

Framing of guidelines on integration
of safety technology into the
regulatory frameworks of the highway
projects including those in the
Himalayan projects and their up-
gradation to improve safety, to reduce
accidents and to improve emergency

response is a continuous process.
Subsequent to the collapse in Silkyara
Tunnel on NH-134, an Expert
Committee has been constituted by the
Government for investigation of the
reasons for collapse of the tunnel and
for recommendations in respect of
Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) to be followed in case of tunnel
collapse/ tunnel construction.

X

“The cost of being wrong is less than the cost of doing nothing.” — Seth Godin
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BENEFITS

¢J Personal Accidental Coverage :

» Accidental Death - INR 500,000

¥ Permanent Total Disablement (PTD)- Upto Sum Insured

» Permanent Partial disablement (PPD) - Upto Sum Insured -

¥ Temporary Total Disablement (TTD)- 1%(INR 5000) of SI per week
Max upto 100 weeks 7

¥ Accidental Hospitalisation = INR 150,000

24x7 Helpline:

Preventing harassment from officials,
providing on-road legal assistance,
and immediate connections to
emergency services like
ambulances, toll plazas, and

police stations,

Financial Support:
Cffering a ZERO% interest credit
limit of up to 25,000 through the
partner mobile app, with ZERO
processing fees.

¢~ Additional Benefits:
Nationwide access to
driver specific camps,
promaotions, and
events supported
by AITWA.

L +91 98102 67815 & highwayheroes.aitwa.org




Highways For Us

Capital Expenditure on
National Highways has
Significantly Increased
from About Rs. 51,000
Crore in 2013-14 to More
Than Rs. 2,40,000 Crore
in 2022-23

he Ministry is primarily
responsible for
development and
maintenance of National
Highways (NHs). Budgetary
allocation of the Ministry has
increased from about Rs. 31,130 Crore
tomn 2013-14 to Rs. 2,70.435 Crore in
2023-24.
Capital expenditure on NHs has been
significantly increased from about Rs,
51,000 Crore in 2013-14 to more than
Rs. 240,000 Crore in 2022-23.
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Infrastructure sector which is the
prime mover of the economy
contribute to the faster economic
growth and development.

Such increased budgetary allocation
led to expansion of NH network in the
country from about 91,287 km in
March, 2014 to about 1.46,145 km at
present, including the States of
Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Rajasthan
and North-eastern States.

Length of 4 Lane plus NH network

including High Speed Corridors has
increased by more than 250% from
about 18,371 km in March, 2014 to
about 46,179 km so far. Also, length of
less than 2 Lane NHs has decreased
from about 27,517 ki in March, 2014
to about 14,870 km which is now only
about 10% of'the NH network.

Ministry has focused on development
of greenfield High Speed Corridors.
Project implementation has already
been started on 21 green field access-
controlled corridors including
expressways in which work in about
3,336 km length has been completed.

The above developments have
increased the connectivity and
accessibility to the NHs across the
country and also increased the
logistics efficiency

Ministry has completed various
flagship projects or its sections which
are already completed and opened to
traffic to enable ease of movement.
Some of these include Delhi-Dausa -
Lalsaut section (229 km) and entire
section in Madhya Pradesh (210km) of
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, Amritsar-
Bhatinda-Jamnagar (470 km) in the
State of Rajasthan, Suryapet -
Khammam section of Hyderabad-
Vishakhapatnam, Indore-Hyderabad
(175 km), new Brahamputra Bridge
near Tejpur in Assam on NH-
37A(old), Kaladan Multi Modal
Transit Transport Project in Mizoram,
Shillong Nongstoin-Tura section of
NH-44E & NH 127B in Meghalaya.
Also, several flagship corridors of
Ministry e.g. Vadodara - Mumbai
Section of Delhi - Mumbai
Expressway, Bengaluru - Chennai
Expressway, Bengaluru Ring Road,
Raipur — Vishakhapatnam Economic
Corridor, Char Dham Projects in
Uttarakhand, Trans Aurnachal
Highway (NH-13, NH-15 and NH-
215) in Arunachal Pradesh, Imphal-
Moreh section in the Manipur,
Dimapur — Kohima section etc. are in
progress.
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From NHAI

NHALI to Undertake Safety Audit of

All Under

o ensure safety f
and adherence to |
the highest }
quality standards
during construction, NHAIL
will undertake safety audit of |
all 29 under construction
tunnels across the country.
NHAI officials along with a
team of experts from Delhi i
Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) as well as other
tunnel experts will inspect
the ongoing tunnel projects &
and will submit a report '
within seven days. With a total length
of around 79 km, the 29 under-
construction tunnels are spread over
different locations across the country
with 12 tunnels in Himachal Pradesh,
06 in Jammu and Kashmir, 02 each in
Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and
one each in the states of Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh,
Uttarakhand and Delhi respectively.

" < 2
o ]

NHAI also signed a Memorandum of

Understanding with Konkan Railway
Corporation Limited (KRCL). Under
this agreement, KRCL will provide
services for NHAI projects to review
design, drawing and safety aspects
related to tunnel construction and
slope stabilization. KRCL will also
conduct safety audits of tunnels and if
required, suggest remedial measures.

Construction Tunnels

oy A

k! ¥ In addition to this, KRCL
will organize training
programs for capacity
building of NHAI officials.
This agreement will remain
in effect for a period of two
years,

Earlier in September 2023,
NHAI signed a similar
agreement with DMRC, who
will provide services for
reviewing planning,
¢~ designing, construction and
maintenance of tunnels,
bridges and other structures
on National Highways across the
country.

The initiatives highlight NHAI's
resolve to create a safe & seamless
National Highway network and
collaborate with Government
Organizations to share best practices
for the enhancement of transport
infrastructure, contributing towards
the goal of Nation Building.

Financial Health of NHAI

NHALI has been mandated to develop,
maintain and manage national
highways on behalf of Government of
India. Funds for development of
highways are provided by the
Government through budgetary
allocation and approval to NHAI for
borrowing under Internal and Extra
Budgetary Resources (IEBR).
Additionally, NHAI mobilizes
resources through asset monetization.
Further, IEBR has been discontinued
from FY 2023-24,

Year wise breakup of borrowing in last
S yearsis Annexed.

NHAI has a road map in place for re-
payment of its debt.

About 167 projects are delayed due to
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various issues such as delay in land
acquisition, tree cutting, utility
shifting, unseasonal rainfall, local
agitation, forest clearance and
subsequently Pandemic COVID—19
etc. The increase in the cost of these
projects due to delay in project
completion is subject to
site/local/project specific factors
including price escalation during the
project time cycle and the actual cost
increase can be ascertained only on
final completion of the project.

NHAI has been constituted under
NHAI Act 1988 to develop, maintain
and manage national highways on
behalf of Government of India. As an
executing agency of Government of
India, NHAI collects user fee on

behalf of Government of India and all
receipts of NHAI are also deposited in
consolidated fund of India (CFI),
Borrowing of NHAI

The details of borrowing made during
last 5 years is as under.

(Rs. InCrore)

FY: Amount (Principal)
2018-19:61,217

2019-20: 74,987

2020-21: 65,080

2021-22: 76,150

2022-23: 798*

* NHALI has raised only Rs.798 crore
through 54EC bonds in FY 2022-23.
Further there is no IEBR for FY 2023-
24 onwards.
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C].. Darcl

Logistics

CJ Darcl Logistics is one of the India's leading transportation and logistics
company with annual group turnover of over 2300 Crores (2018-19) catering
to nation's leading private and public sector corporates through a pan India
network of nearly 200 branches with a strong and experience team of over 3000
human resource capital covering all major port cities and industrial town in the
country. Company’'s growth genesis can be traced back to more than four
decades.

(' Freight Movement and Handling Services
% Full Truck Load #* Multimodal Logistics
#* Last Mile Connectivity * Rail Freight Forwarding
(! Project Logistics & ODC Movement Service
* Turnkey Solutions #* Over Dimensional Consignments
* Heavy Lift Consignments * Route Mapping & Surveys
{ In-Plant Logistics and Handing Solutions
* Handling Services * In-plant Logistics

() Container Train Operations
+ Owned Train * Shared Train operations

(' Global Freight Forwarding Services
* QOcean Import / Export freight Management services

* Air Import / Export freight Management services
* Custom Clearance services
(' Value Added Services
* Vehicle tracking through GPS * Safety & Transit Insurance

* Expedited Delivery * Reverse Logistics

+ Freight on Delivery #* Supply Chain Optimization
®

(' Transrail [?ﬁwmﬁﬁl A

* Full Truck Load * Parcel Train
O Darcl Nepal { Darcf

* Full TrickLoad
U Fr8ology Private Limited !l’g"!".t!l,'

# Technology based Logistics Solution

CJ Darcl Logistics Limited
CIN No. : UB0222HR1986FPLC068818
Website: www.cjdarcl.com

Registered cum Corporate Office:

Darcl House, Plot No. 55 P, Sector-44 Institutional Area, Gurugram - 122003(Haryana)
Ph: 8015202121, 25-26, Fax: 0124-4034162, Email: co@cjdarcl.com, ro@cjdarcl.com
Head Office: Hisar

19/3, Tilak Bazzar, Hisar (Haryana)

Ph. 01622-241003-06, 321001-03, Fax: 01662-232269, Email: ho@cjdarcl.com

Company's name changed from Darcl Logistics Limited to CJ Darcl Logistics Limited with effect from 13.09.2017
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From NHAI

NHALI Inks Agreement to Develop
Multi Modal Logistics Park at
Nagpur at a Cost of Rs 673 crore

NHAI has signed an agreement with
M/s. DC Multi Modal Park (Nagpur)
Limited, a SPV of M/S. DeltaBulk
Shipping India Pvt. Ltd., for the
development of Multi Modal
Logistics Park (MMLP) at Nagpur.
The MMLP will be developed in an
area of 150 acres under the Public
Private Partnership model at an
estimated cost of Rs.673 crore, This
project is poised to be the first MMLP
in Maharashtra under the PM Gati
Shakti National Master Plan, making
it a significant milestone in the
country's development.

The MMLP will be developed in three
phases. The Phase-1 with an
investment of Rs. 137 crore is
expected to be completed in two years.
MMLP will cater to about 9.47 million
metric tonnes (MMT) cargo in the
horizon period of 45 years and will
give huge boost to the industrial zones
in the catchment region such as
Nagpur, Wardha, Chandrapur and
Gondiva. It will create a lot of
employment opportunities and bring
in economic development in the
region.

The MMLP shall be developed at
Sindi (near railway station) in Wadha
district of Maharashtra. The site is
strategically located at a distance of
around 3 km from Nagpur — Mumbai
Maha-Samruddhi Mahamarg on one
side and Howrah — Nagpur - Mumbai
rail line on other side. Rail siding of
length 3.0 km from Sindi Railway
station on Hawrah-Nagpur- Mumbai
rail line is substantially completed.
The MMLP is also being provided
access from four lane Nagpur -
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Aurangabad, NH 361. The site is 48
km from Nagpur International Airport
and 56 km from Nagpur railway
station.

A government SPV, Nagpur MMLP
Pvt. Ltd. is formed between National
Highways Logistics Management
Limited (NHLML), a 100% owned
company of NHAI and Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority (JNPA). INPA
has provided land for development of
MMLP & NHLML is providing the
external rail, road connectivity as well
as water and power supply.

The MMLP will provide facilities
such as Warehouses, cold storages,
intermodal transfers, handling
facilities for container terminals,

bulk/break-bulk cargo terminals along
with Value Added Services such as
sorting/ grading and aggregation/
desegregation arecas, bonded
warehouse and customs facilities as
well as support logistics facilities such
as offices for freight forwarders and
transporters and truck terminals.
Development of MMLP i1s a key
initiative of the Government of India
to improve the country's freight
logistics sector by enabling efficient
inter-modal freight movement to
lower overall freight costs and time,
provide efficient warchousing,
improve tracking and traceability of
consignments thereby enhancing the
efficiency of the Indian logistics
sector,
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L SUPPLY CHAIN
SDLLITICINS PVT. LTD.
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INDUSTRIES CATERED
1 ABOUT US “Y Coldchain

ATC Supply Chain Solutions Private Limited provides a diverse - FMCG & Retail
portfolio of transportation, warehousing, and parcel booking
services. Our headquarters are located in Delhi, and we have
controlling offices at Chennai, Guwahati, and Kolkata that provide
services pan India to serve some of the largest Indian players. ATC
has the competence to provide customized logistics support for ﬂ Qil & Gas
complex project movements.

“) WHY CHOOSE US?

The company is IBA approved with code no.DLA-2281 is MSME
registered, and also has FSSAI registration for transportation of
edible and pharmaceutical products.

“¥ Pharma & Healthcare

“¥ Project logistics

“J Telecom
! )/

(¥) ATC has120+ offices along with warehousing space SCAN FOR
MORE DETAILS

(~) 200+ containerized company-owned

@ Ambient and Refrigerated vehicles

7+ Chandra Shekhar Bhawan, 13B, Rauz Avenue,
1st Floor, Vishnu Digambar Marg, New Delhi- 110002

{011) 23234453, 23230650, 40108545/84 | Mobhile: (+91) 9953655343

% admin.del@atclindia.com & www.atclindia.com
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Government Policies

All You Need to Know

About Causes of

s per data received from
Police Departments of
States/Union Territories,
details of State/UTs-
wise road accidents, fatalities
occurred in the country during last
three years is attached as per
Annexure-1 & [l respectively.
As per the available reports, road
accidents occur due to multiple causes
such as over speeding, use of mobile
phone. drunken driving/consumption
of alcohol and drug, driving on wrong
side/ lane indiscipline, jumping red
light, non-use of safety devices such as
helmets and seat belts, vehicular
condition, weather condition. road
condition, fault of driver / cyclist/
pedestrian ete.
Some of the major provisions made
under the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, 2019 for road
safety including safety on National
Highways are as under:-
Enhanced penalties for traffic rule
violations.
Impounding and suspension of
License in case of over speeding,
dangerous driving, drunk driving, use
of unsafe vechicles, not wearing
helmets etc.
Driver refreshing training course as a
remedial measure in case of
suspension of license.
Automated testing for fitness
certification.
Constitution of National Road Safety
Board to render advice on Road Safety
and Traffic Management.

Electronic monitoring and
enforcement of road safety.
Recall of motor vehicles in case of
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defects.

Power to Road Owning Agencies to
erect and remove traffic signs on
National Highways.

Wearing of protective headgear for
person above four years of age on
motorcycle.

Accountability of authority,
contractor, consultant or

concessionaire involved in design,
construction or maintenance of road as

per applicable safety standards
Section 215B of the Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, 2019 provides for
constitution of National Road Safety
Board to advice the Central
Government or State Government, as
the case may be, on all aspects
pertaining to road safety and traffic
management including, but not
limited to,

Oa cidents

The standards of design, weight,
construction, manufacturing process,
operation and maintenance of motor
vehicles and of safety equipment;

The registration and licensing of
motor vehicles;

The formulation of standards for road
safety, road infrastructure and control
oftraffic;

The facilitation of safe and sustainable
utilisation of road transport
ecosystem;

The promotion of new vehicle
technology;

The safety of vulnerable road users;
Programmes for educating and
sensitising drivers and other road
users; and

(viii) Such other functions as may be
prescribed by the Central Government
from time to time.
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Government Policies

What's the Formula
for Toll Collection?

LANE4 7 | LANE3 | | LANE2 1 |
NGLE & NULTIPLE |~ SINGLE ANULTIPLE | SINGLE & WULTIPLE
OURNEY TICKETS |  JOURNEYTICKETS [ JOURNEY TICKETS

ser fee rates are
calculated in accordance
with National Highways
Fee (Determination of
Rates and Collection) Rules, 2008 for
Public Funded fee plazas
(EPC/HAM/BOT-Annuity) and the
then applicable Fee Rules and
provision of Concession Agreement
for BOT (Toll) Fee plazas.
As per the provisions of National
Highways Fee (Determination of
Rates and Collection) Rules, 2008, the
rate of fee for use of a section of
National Highway of four or more
lanes shall be the product of the length
of such section and base rates for a
year. Base rate of fee per km for the
year 2007-08 (in rupees) is as under: -
Type of Vehicle: Base rate of fee per
km (in Rupees)
Car, Jeep, Van or Light Motor Vehicle:
0.65
Light Commercial Vehicle, Light
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SINGLE & MULTIPLE
1 NATIONAL HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY.

JOURNEY TICRETS

Goods Vehicle or Mini Bus: 1.05
Bus or Truck (Two axles): 2.20
Three-axle commercial vehicles: 2.40

Heavy Construction Machinery
(HCM) or Earth Moving Equipment
(EME) or Multi Axle Vehicle (MAV)
(fourtosix axles): 3.45

Oversized Vehicles (seven or more
axles): 4.20

These user fee rates per km are revised
cach year with effect from the 1st day
of April as per the extant fee Rules.
The rate of fee for the use of an
expressway shall be 1.25 times the rate
of fee for the use of a section of
National Highway of four or more
lanes.

National Highway having two-lanes
with paved shoulders and above but
below four-lane on which substantial
improvement has been made by
widening carriageway by three meters
or more shall be sixty percent of fee for

the use of a section of National

Highway of four or more lanes.
The following are also taken into
consideration while calculating user

fee rates for the use of National
Highways as per NH Fee Rules-2008.

(i) Bypass forming part of a section of
a National Highway constructed with
the cost of Rupees ten crore or more,
for the base year 2007-08, shall be one
and a half times the rate of fee
specified above.

(ii) The rate of fee for use of a structure
of length more than 60 metres forming
a part of linear highway/expressway
shall be calculated by converting the
length of the structure into an
equivalent of highway by multiplying
by a factor often.

There is no exemptions to the public
carriers at National Highway fee
plazas as per extant Rules.
Mechanical/Security vehicles
transporting & accompanying certain
dignitaries and vehicle used by certain
Officer(s) for official purpose are
exempted as per the provisions of
National Highways Fee
(Determination of Rates and
Collection) Rules, 2008,

NHALI has carried out a study to assess
the impact of National Electronic Toll
(FASTag) Collection Programme. The
study report has provided insight on
better operational efficiency, fuel
saving, throughput enhancement,
revenue enhancement along with
several intangible benefits after the
introduction of FASTag.

The user fee collection in respect of
Public Funded Fee Plazas
(EPC/HAM/BOT (Annuity), as per
the agreed conditions in contract, is
deposited by the agency to the toll
account which is transferred to the
Consolidated funds of India. The user
fee collection is retained by
concessionaire in case of
BOT/OMT/TOT Concessionaire fee
plazas.
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Government Policies

Know it All: Road Network
in the Country

s per the last available
report, India has a road
network of about

63.31.791 km as of

31st March 2019,
which is the second largest in the
world. The Ministry is primarily
responsible for development and
maintenance of National Highways
(NHs). NH network in the country has
increased from about 91,287 km in
March. 2014 to about 1.46,145 km at
present.

Ministry has laid focus on
development of High-Speed Access
Controlled Corridors and 4 Lane Road
network in order to contribute towards
development of economy through
improved logistics efficiency. Length
of 4 Lane plus NH network including
High Speed Corridors has increased
from about 18,371 km in March, 2014
to about 46.179 km so far. Project
implementation has already been
started on 21 green field access-
controlled corridors including
expressways in which work in about
3,336 km length has been completed.
Ministry has also emphasized on
minimizing less than 2 Lane NHs by
upgrading these to Minimum 2 Lane /
2 Lane with Paved Shoulder.
Accordingly, length of less than 2
Lane NHs has decreased from about
27.517 km in March, 2014 to about
14,870 km so far.

Ministry has identified 35 Multimodal
Logistics Parks (MMLPs) for
development as part of BMP to
improve logistics efficiency to the
Indian economy. 15 MMLPs have
been prioritized for development
under BMP-1.

Year-wise details of constructed NH
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length during the last nine years, along
with pace of construction, are as
under:-

Year -- Constructed NH Length
(km) -- Pace of NH Construction
(km/day)

2014-15--4.410--12
2015-16--6,061--17
2016-17--8,231--23
2017-18--9,829--27
2018-19--10,855--30
2019-20--10,237--28
2020-21--13,327--37
2021-22--10,457--29
2022-23--10,331 --28

Capital expenditure incurred by
Ministry has been significantly
increased from about Rs. 51,000 Crore
in 2013-14 to more than Rs. 2.40,000
Crore in 2022-23 leading to country's
economic boost and adding to the
target of becoming five trillion dollar
economy.

Ministry has also undertaken green
initiatives by planting about 3.46 cr
trees since 2016, besides utilizing
municipal waste for embankment
construction, waste plastics in
Bituminous construction and waste
slag in Cement Concrete
Construction,

Key strategies adopted/employed to
achieve the above remarkable growth
and achievements of NH network in
the country undertaken by Ministry
are as under:-

Ministry resolved the inherited stalled
projects (stalled projects till 2013-14)
by close monitoring at the highest
levels and also by suitable policy
interventions like one time fund
infusion, substitution, termination &

repackaging ete.

Promoting Contractor's Ecosystem by
rationalising the projects and contract
documents

All project planning including
preparation of DPR mandated on PM
Gati Shakti National Master Plan
(NMP) Portal

Awarding projects after adequate
preparation in terms of land
acquisition and preconstruction
activities

Simplified procedure for approval of
GAD (General Arrangement
Drawing) by Railways

Streamlining land acquisition process
Adoption of new technologies and
continuously upgrading the standards
and specifications

Raising resources from innovative
financing models etc.

Relaxations in contract provisions
under "Atmanirbhar Bharat" to
improve liquidity of funds
Revamped dispute resolution
mechanism

Portal based project monitoring
leading to early resolution of issues
Periodic reviews of projects at various
levels

{e) 46nos.of NHsinalengthof9.105
km pass through the State of Madhya
Pradesh, with 5,666 km length of NHs
constructed during the last nine years.
Out of'this, 161 km length of NHs have
been constructed in Bhind and Datia
districts during the last nine years.

(1) Ministry has incurred expenditure
of Rs. 522 Crore towards development
of NHs in Bhind and Datia districts in
the State of Madhya Pradesh during
the last four years.
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Government Policies

Vehicle Scrapping Policy Formulated

for Creation of an Ecosystem to Phase

Out Unfit and Polluting Vehicles in an
Environment Friendly Manner

o ban has been
imposed on plying of
vehicles that are 15
years old in all the
States of the country.
However, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
of India in WP No. 13029/1985 (MC
Mehta vs Union of India), vide order
dated 29.10.2018, has directed the
Transport Departments of National
Capital Region (NCR) that all diesel
vehicles more than 10 years old and
petrol vehicles more than 15 years old
shall not ply in terms of order of NGT
dated 07.04.2015,
The Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways has formulated the
Voluntary Vehicle Fleet
Modernization Program (V-VMP) or
Vehicle Scrapping Policy for creation
of an ecosystem to phase out unfit and
polluting vehicles in an environment
friendly manner. Under this policy,
eligibility of vehicles to ply on roads is
determined as follows:
For private vehicles, based on their
fitness status, as certified by the
Automated Testing Stations (ATS)
established in accordance with GSR
652(E) dated 23.09.2021
(subsequently amended vide GSR
797(E) dated 31.10.2022).
As per the provisions of G.5.R. 29(E)
dated 16th January 2023, Certificate
of registration of vehicles owned by
the Government shall expire after a
period of 15 years from initial
registration. Such vehicles are to be
scrapped at Registered Vehicles
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Scrapping Facilities (RVSFs)
established in accordance with GSR
653(E) dated 23.09.2021
(subsequently amended vide GSR
695(E) dated 13.09.2022).

In order to enforce provisions of the
policy, rules have been
issued/amended under the framework
of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 and
Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989,
The following notifications have been
issued and uploaded on the Ministry's
website: -

GSR  Notification 653 (E) dated
23.09.2021 (amended vide GSR
695(E) dated 13.09.2022) provides the
Motor Vehicles (Registration and
Functions of Vehicle Scrapping
Facility) Rules, 2021 for
establishment of Registered Vehicles
Scrapping Facility (RVSF). The
notification has come into force with
effect from 25th September, 2021,

GSR  Notification 652 (E) dated
23.09.2021 (amended vide GSR
T97(E) dated 31.10.2022) provides for
recognition, regulation and control of
Automated Testing Stations. The
notification has come into force with
effect from 25th September, 2021.

GSR  Notification 714 (E) dated
04.10.2021 provides for upward
revision of registration fee, fitness
testing fee and fitness certification fee
of vehicles. The notification has come
into force with effect from 1st April,
2022,

GSR Notification 720 (E) dated
05.10.2021 provides for concession in

the motor vehicle tax for the vehicle
registered against submission of
"Certificate of deposit". The
notification has come into force with
effect from st April, 2022,

GSR Notification 29(E) dt 16.01.2023
provides that Certificate of
registration for wvehicles owned, by
Central, States and UT governments
and their Departments, Local
government (Municipal Corporations
or Municipalities or Panchayats),
State transport Undertakings, PSUs
and other Autonomous bodies with the
Central Government and State
Governments, shall not be renewed
after the lapse of fifteen years.

GSR 663(E) dated 12.09.2023
provides for extension of date for
mandatory testing of Transport
Vehicles through an Automated
Testing Station, registered in
accordance with rule 175 of the
Central Motor Vehicle Rules 1989 to
01st October 2024,

As per the provisions of the Vehicle
Scrapping Policy, State Governments
are empowered to issue Registration
Certificate for Automated Testing
Stations and Registered Vehicle
Scrapping Facilities. The owner or
operator of any automated testing
station shall be the State Government
orany company or association or body
of individuals or individual or special
purpose vehicle either directly or
through Public Private Partnership.
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AITWA - LoTS's Impact
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Parliament Session
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO-2001
ANSWERED ON- 20/12/2023

PENALTIES ON FASTAG USERS
2001, SHRI JAYANT CHAUDHARY:
Will the Minister of ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS be pleased to state:

{a) the details of absolute number and percentage of total highway users/registered vehicles with
FASTags in India currently;

(b) whether directions were issued to collect double toll as penalty in case of no FASTag or
inoperable FASTag or deficient balance in account linked to FASTag;

() if so, details of the amount of toll collected since the penalty was imposed, including details of
penalty amount & number of transactions and users who were penalised in the last 12 months; and

{d) whether Government intends to continue with this double toll collection and if so, the rationale
of this penalty imposed?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS
(SHRI NITIN JAIRAM GADKARI)

(a) The total number of FASTags issued as on 30.11.2023 is 7,98,07,678. The percentage of
FASTag transaction (by count) is 98.9% at fee plazas on National Highways during week ending
on 3" December, 2023.

(b) & (c) As per Gazette notification G.S.R. no. 298 (E) dated 15" May, 2020, users of such vehicle
not fitted with “FASTag” or vehicle without valid and functional “FASTag” are required to pay a
user fee equivalent to two times of the normal applicable user fee. The amount of user fee collected
from such users in the last 12 months from fee plazas administered by NHAI (December 2022 to
November 2023) is Rs 860.38 Crore with transaction count of 729.65 lakhs.

(d) Government has declared all lanes of fee plazas as FASTag lane with effect from midnight of
15th/16th February 2021, Moreover, users of such vehicles not fitted with “FASTag” or vehicles
without valid & functional “FASTag” are required to pay a user fee equivalent to two times of the
normal applicable fee. The above steps have been taken to encourage users to opt for ‘Electronic
Toll Collection System’ through FASTag,
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AITWA - IRTDA Data

Eway Bill Dashboard

Last updated on 7th Dec 2023 | Data as en 30th November 2023

Number of daily EWBs generated across different types (in lacs per day) - Monthly
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AITWA - IRTDA Data

Diesel Dashboard
Last updated on 5th December 2023 | Data as on 30th Nowember 2023
Diesel Price Average of 4 metros since 2017
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Toll Collection Dashboard

Last updated on 7th Dec 2023 | Data as on 20th November 2023
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Statistics - Air Freight

TOTAL FREIGHT (INT'L+DOM.) Freight (in MT.)
d a 8. | Airport For The Month For The Peniod Apnl To Nov.
_ Freight (inMT.) 10. Nov. | Nov. | % | 202324 200023 %
S. | Airport For The Month For The Period April To Nov, 2023 | 2022 | Change Change
no. Nov. [ Nov. | % [2023-24|2022-23 % | [{Fy73 Domestic Aiporis
2023 | 2022 | Change Change | 1”04 TGwalior ] A R 0] 6] =830
(A) 15 International Airports 65 | Tuticorin 0 0 - 3 1 -
I [Chennai 26006 | 26473 L6] 221712 234241 -53 | [T66 [Mysore 0 0 - 0 0 3
2 |Kolkata 10316 10398 S8 93919] 92623 1.4 [67 [Gangal (Kangr) 0 0 = 0 0 2
3 [Goa 377 545 5.9 3796 4018 -3.5 6% |Jorhat 0 0 = 104 113 20
4 |Srinagar 675 346 23.6 6594 7121 -7.4 69 |Bareilly 0 0 = 0 0 -
53 |Bhubaneswar 4021 LY -1 10015 699y 435.1 70 [Juhu ] 26 -15.4 210 191 9.0
[Calicut 1363|1254 B.7] 11808 | BR&S| 329 [7] [Agra 3 0 T I8 il 5
7 |Coimbatore 843 776 8.6 5684 6453 -11.9 72 |Kolhapur 0 0 = 0 0 -
8 |Varanasi 454 411 10.5 3304 3382 -2.3 73 |Jamnagar 30 0 = 82 0 =
9 |Amritsar 30 319 -3.4 2331 1636 42.5 74 |Barapani (Shillong) ] 0 z il 0 =
10 |Trichy 535 529 1.1 4331| 4373 -1.0 | [75 [Jaisalmer 0 0 5 0 i] =
IT_[Porthlair 385 I50 061 37671 42621 -11.6] | 76 |Kalaburgi 0 0 N 0 0 =
12 |Imphal 575 669 -14.1 1635 5333 -69.3 77 |Kandla 0 0 - 0 1] Z
13 [Vijavawada EE 107 -55.1 461 920 -459.9 7% |Deoghar 0 0 = 0 0 =
14 [Tirupat [1] k] - 18 i =793 79 |Pondicherry ] 0 - ] 0 =
15 [Kushinagar 0 i = 0 ] - | [ 80 [Pantnagar 0 0 - 0 0 -
Tota 47206 43364 8.9 369375 380331 2.9 [81 [Cuddapah 0 0 Z 0 0 -
(B) 6 PPP International Airports 82 |Bhavnagar 0 0 - 0 0 -
16 [Ahmedabad 8337] 7820 6.5] 69858 61838 13.0 | |83 |Kishangarh 0 0 - 0 0 -
17 [Lucknow 1738 1107 57.0| 13817 [ 10244 34.9 | | 84 [Agaln 4 0 - 40 29 379
18 [Guwahati 127812013 36,51 13219 15664 -15.6 |85 [Bhuj 0 0 - 0 0 -
19 [Jaipur 1576 1296  21.6] 12922 11537 12.0 | [86 [Diu 0 0 - 0 0 -
20 _[Trivandrum 1346|1395 351 12562 11328 10.0] (87 |Rupasi : 0 0 C 0 0 =
21 |Mangalore 155] 349 -35.6] 1337 2961] -54.8 | |88 [Hollong (oayiPold 1] 0 % 0 0 o
ol T4330] 13989 I I35 113572 £y (59 }5{":::’”“;0"-““‘ g é 2 : 3 =714
(C) 71V International Airports 9] |Bikaner 0 0 - 0 0 :
22 |Delhi(DIAL) | 79807 72498 10.1 | 647252] 603643 7.2 | [92 [Hindon 0 0 z 0 0 3
23 |Mumbai(MIAL) | 63681 | 62599 1.7| 528391| 519902 1.6 | [03 [Porbandar 0 0 - 0 0 =
24 |Bangalore®AL) | 36171 33291 8.7 | Z86642| 377337 341 [94 |Bhuntar 0 il - 0 0 =
75 |Hyderabad (ALY 12025 | 11420 3.3 U8326] 93408 31| [95 [Tezu 0 0 5 0 0 =
26 [Cochin(CIAL) 604 | 3967 T6.1 | 39559] 40055 -1.7 | [96 |Pakyong 0 0 = 0 0 5
27 [Nagpur (MIPL) 709 T00 1.3 5288 6285 -153.9 97| Keshod (s 0 0 - 0 0 =
78 |Kannur (KIAL) FAE 307 53| 2337 2681 -12.8| [9% [Shimla 0 0 N 0 0 =
Total 197215 184682 6.8 [ 1607795] 1545311 4.0 ?30 %&andia g g B g g 2
. czpur - -
ED)Z ST Gove/Pve INTL Airports 10 1] Hyderbad (B 0 0 = 0 il -
29 [Shirdi 16 61 -73.8 214 514] -584 | Mo3lCoochbehar 0 i = 0 D :
30 ]Goa (MOPA) 199 0 - 690 0 - | [103[Jalgaon 1] i] g ] ] 2
T(oEl}w - 215 6l . 904 514 759 [odiSalem 0 0 = 0 0 -
10 Custom Airports 105]Sholapur 0 0 = 0 0 -
31 [Pune 3285] 3572 8.0 25511 28209 9.6 | | 106/Ludhiana 0 0 = 0 0 S
32 |Paina g14] 024 11.9] 6335] ®624| -26.5| | 107IKota 0 0 = 0 0 i
33 [Chandigarh 705 461 | 529 4%54| 7623 -36.3 | [ 108|Safdarjung 0 0 = 0 0 :
14 [Indore §50 55 0.5| 6835|7200 5.1 {-1091Bhatinda 0 0 = 0 0 =
35 |Bagdogra 680|729 6.7 5687 6295| -9.7| (-Lll0iPathankot 0 0 - 0 0 3
36 [Visakhapatnam | 309 | 308 03 2734 IR 141 |11 Adampur datindiar) 0 0 = 0 0 £
37 _[Surat IIO1 308|230 3762 3302 74| | 112{Kanpur (Civil) 0 0 = 0 0 2
38 |Madurai 550 244 - 716 7776 0.4 113]Rajkot (Hirasar) 38 0 - 38 1] -
ig ?urangubad ?{3} 123 -41.6 50(? 393 -43.3 | |{F) 73 Domestic Airports 2478 2969 -16.5| 19665| 22968| -14.4
ava = ] - | [(G) 21 St.Govt. / Pvt Airports
Tota — 7654 1526 L7] 384411 67754 -13.7 114 [Durgapur 35 52 X277 417 438 48
(F) 73 Domestic Airports TT3 |Cengpuitaizwal) o8 ST 719 319 31| 653
41 [Ranchi 511 521 -1.9] _4013] 4525] -11.3 | [T76 [NasikiHal ozar} 1] 0 i i] ] :
42 |Raipur 406 557 -27.11 3373 4049] -16.7] [117 [Jagdalpur 0 0 5 0 ]
47 Dehradun 135 02337 1583 [NRE! 47 1 118 |Bilaspur 7} 0] - i] 0 =
44 [Jammu 84 133 -36.8 524 1102 -52.5 | [TI9Kurnool 0 0 = 0 ]
45 [Apartala 242 399 -39.3 1470 31492 =539 120 |Sindhudurg 0 i} = i) ]
46 |Udaipur 10 67 -35.2 128 265 -3l.7 121 |Vijayanagar 0 0 = ] 0
47 [Leh 94 197 -49.7 1145 1108 3.3 122 | Bangalore(HAL) 0 ] - 0 0
48 |Bhopal 206 236 -12.7] 1833 2059 110 | [TT3[Bidar ] 0 = ] ] 5
49 [Vadodara 203 154 JLE 1639 1505 8.9 124 |Pasichat 0 0 - 0 0
50_|Jodhpur 18 0 . 60 0 - | [125 [Rourkela i 0 = i] il =
51 [Rajkot 0 (¥l - 365 616 -40.7 126 [Jeypore 0 0 = 0 0
32 [Gorakhpur 1] 0 - 1 1] - 127 [Tamshedpur 0 ] = [i] 0 =
53 |Dibrugarh 183 117 564 063 949 1.5 | 38 Nanded 0] i] Z 0 i] .
54 |Darbhanga 1% 4 - 361 257 40.5 29 | Pithors = =
55 [Prayagra] 8 N 5 S T I WA e ; 3 - u 8
56 |Rajahmundry ol 1 - 14 10 40.0 31 | Zira 0 0 = 0 0
57 [Jabalpur [i] 19 = 1] 106 = 32 |Hisar 1] 0 n 0 1]
58 Si]cl;ar 76 45| -427 303 5721 313 133 (Shivamogza 0 0 . 0 0 N
33 Hubl 16 ! z 2 3 = [T33[Utkela 0 0 - 0 0 -
60 |Belzaum 2 1 - 3 34 -01.2 o
&1 (Dimapur T 9] 88| 1044 BeT| 04 |21 5tCovt /Puthirports]  133) 1091 220 936] 7521 245
63 [Kanpur{Chaken) 13 3 0.0 76| 03] 276 |(H) Other Airports 0 0 = 0 0 =
63 |Jharsuguda g 3 - 58 25 - | |Grend Total (A+BHCADHERFRGRH) | 269331 | 252700 6.6 [ 2180831 21315203 23
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Tackling e-Challans: A Logistics
Nightmare Turned Seamless

The Menace of e-Challans in the
Logistics Sector

In the intricate web of logistics and
transport, one of the most persistent and
daunting challenges faced by transport
owners is the management of e-
Challans. Across India, these digital
fines are more than just a nuisance; they
are a significant hindrance, disrupting
the smooth flow of operations and
adding an unnecessary layer of
complexity to an already intricate
system.

Transport owners, often grappling with
the demands of a pan-Indian network,
encounter numerous obstacles in
handling e-Challans. The scattered and
diverse nature of data across multiple
platforms, the maze of unfriendly and
complex websites, and the often opaque
legal processes involved make e-
Challan management a considerable
pain point,

The Challenges in Detail

* Scattered Data: Navigating through
disorganized data across different
platforms is like piecing together a
complex puzzle without a clear picture
inmind.

« Unfriendly Websites: Centralized but
not user-friendly, these websites turn
simple tasks into labyrinthine quests.

» Multiple Sources: With challans
scattered across various central and
local websites, finding the right
information becomes a time-
consuming treasure hunt.

« Lack of Clarity: Diverse
requirements, such as chassis numbers
or vehicle numbers, add to the
confusion, making the process of
finding challans unnecessarily
complicated,

* Court Number Hunting: Identifying
the correct court number for challan
submission is often a herculean task,
akin to searching for a needle in a
haystack.

« Legal Maze: The legal procedures
involved are daunting. filled with

B December2023/Vol.-12/1ssue-12

complex paperwork and burcaucratic
hurdies.

A Real-Life Nightmare: Mr. Padda's
Story

Meet Mr. Padda, a transporter whose
experience with e-Challans turned into
a harrowing tale. Faced with a simple
challan of 21000 in a remote location -
Ernakulam, Mr. Padda's journey to
resolution was anything but simple. The
seemingly straightforward task of
hiring a lawyer and resolving the
challan morphed into a two-month
nightmare, draining 15000 and
countless hours in fruitless efforts.

This story is not unigue but a common
plight among transport owners,
highlighting the extreme inefficiencies
and frustrations in traditional e-Challan
management.

The LOTS Solution: A Technology-
Driven Approach

Recognizing these challenges, LOTS's
end-to-end challan resolution service
(level 3) has emerged as a game-
changer in the industry. By leveraging
advanced technology, LOTS has
transformed the e-Challan landscape
into a streamlined, user-friendly
experience.

*» Unified Platform: LOTS consolidates
all challans for every vehicle on a single
platform, eliminating the need to juggle
multiple tabs and websites.

* Time Efficiency: The platform
simplifies the process, allowing for
quick searches with just the vehicle
number, saving precious time for
Ltransport owners.

+ Clear and Simple Process: The user-
friendly mterface of LOTS's platform
makes finding and managing challans
straightforward, removing any
confusion and complexity.

« Effortless Resolutions: LOTS
handles all the intricacies of paperwork
and communication with authorities,
providing transport owners with a
hassle-free experience.

» Streamlined Legal Procedures: Even

the most complicated legal procedures
are simplified, ensuring that traffic
violation issues are resolved with ease.
Transforming e-Challan
Management

Mr. Padda's story is a powerful example
of how LOTS is revolutionizing e-
Challan management. What was once a
logistical nightmare is now a
streamlined, efficient process.
Transport owners can now focus on
their core business, secure in the
knowledge that their e-Challan issues
are being handled swiftly and
effectively by LOTS.

ANew Erain e-Challan Management
With LOTS's innovative approach,
managing e-Challans is no longer a
daunting task. The service transforms a
complex, time-consuming process into
a seamless, efficient, and user-friendly
experience. Transport owners can now
focus on the core aspects of their
business, leaving the e-Challan
management to the experts at LOTS.
This technological advancement in
challan resolution is not just about
easing a logistical burden; it's about
empowering the transport sector,
enhancing efficiency, and ultimately
contributing to a smoother, more
effective logistics network across India.
Whatis LOTS?

LOTS (Lawyer On-The-Spot),
powered by Lawyered. is India's first-
ever revolutionary solution that offers
on-road legal assistance & resolution to
every truck on the highway from the
unpredictable legal challenges of the
road.

Choose LOTS as your game-changing
partner in the logistics sector, Don't let
the fear of on-road legal challenges bog
down your business ever again. With
LOTS, navigate the tricky terrains of
on-road legal issues effortlessly. So,
what are you waiting for? Join us now
and experience hassle-free legal
support whenever you need it! Call us at
9988441033 to know more,
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OM LOGISTICS LTD.
Making Business Simple

A UNIQUE SERVICE OFFERING

SPEED & RELIABILITY

OUR SERVICES

COD / DOD FACILITY 24*7 CUSTOMER SUPPORT

TIME-DEFINITE DELIVERY @ PAN INDIA REACH
PICKUP & DELIVERY PAID & TO-PAY SERVICES ONLY

@) 011 45970302/ 303 | omgroup@omlogistics.co.in




